
Essential 
Guide 
to the Portuguese Water Dog

Spring 2019Volume 47, Issue 1

•GROOMING   •   TRAINING TIPS  •   BREEDER’S LIST   •   EXPERT ADVICE•



Volume 47, Issue 1 Spring 2019
Copyright 2019

2019 PWDCA Officers and Board
President:  Amy Phelan
Vice President:  Martha Thomas
Recording Secretary:  Judy Murray
Corresponding Secretary:  Marlene Nicewander
Treasurer:  Becky Morin
Directors:  

 John Brock
 Chris Dostie
 Mike McCallum
  Logan Ott 
Janice Reilly

The Courier Team
Publisher & Advertisements:
Susan Myrick & Lynn Nelson
Content:  Janice Reilly & Martha Ruskai
Designers:  Anney Doucette, Katie Gochev,  
Jen Milani & Anita Palmer
Illustrations: Verne Foster
Proofreader:  Amy Lane, Althea Gibson & 
Kari Lavalli
Review:  John Brock, Barbara Belicose, David Smith
Health Validation:  Donna Reif Sack

Editors Emeritus:  Deyanne Miller, Noreen Lowery, 
Maryanne Murray, Cathy Kalb, Sonia Held, Kathryn 
Braund, Terry Cardillino, Anne & Peter Paige, 
Kathryn Monroe

The Courier is published by the Portuguese Water Dog 
Club of America, Inc., for its membership. Direct corre-
spondence and written requests for permission to reprint 
articles to the Publisher.   The Spring 2019 issue is a special 
edition produced in conjunction with the Public Educa-
tion Committee and is available to both members and 
non-members.

Courier Contact Information
Email:  courieradvertisements@pwdca.org
To change your mailing address or request The Courier 
First Class mailing, contact the membership coordinator:

Paula Kerezsi 
PWDCA Membership 
633 Lakeshore Drive
Lincoln, NE  68528-1437
Phone: 319-624-6018 
Email: membership@pwdca.org

On the Cover:
 "Luci”
Kingsway Starlight at Dawn NA OAJ JWD
Birth date - 7/30/2013  
Breeders:  Arthur Noel Sr. and Mary Noel
Owner: Mary Herr, Arthur & Mary Noel
“Starlight at Dawn” - LUCI- defines this “STAR’s” every day 
journey in companionship, support, water work, agility and 
therapy titles.    Luci has changed many lives, but most of 
all continues to carry on the “Working Dog” mission. 
Cover photo:  In Focus By Miguel

photo:  Amy Lane



Welcome!
 SPECIAL EDITION - YOUR FAMILY DOG

I AM THE PWDCA! 
Do you have a Portuguese Water Dog?  If so, you are living with the most fantastic 
breed in the world.  Portuguese Water Dogs are loyal, loving, honest, brave, intelli-

gent and driven… mixed with a certain amount of mischief!  

Your membership in the Portuguese Water Dog Club of America shows your sup-
port for our fantastic breed.  There are many benefits associated with your mem-

bership in the PWDCA including The Courier magazine, access to health information,             
receiving award pins and more.  

I AM THE PWDCA is a community of PWD owners who celebrate the joys of everyday 
life with their dogs.  It’s an attitude of togetherness and gratitude for our wonderful 

breed.  With your membership in the PWDCA, you too can join in and be a part of 
the I am the PWDCA community.  Join us…you’ll be glad you did! 

You can find us on Facebook!

Join the fun!
  Join our Facebook Groups - Portuguese Water Dog Club of America and I AM THE PWDCA    

OUR
AMAZING 

PWDS
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Breeder referral

Best tips for grooming your 
Portuguese Water Dog

Remember to devote 10 Minutes a day 
to brushing & combing your PWD!

PWDCA Breeder Referral 
List Participants Breeders 
must meet minimum breed-
ing requirements, including 
health testing to participate.

Kennel Cards Open to all 
PWDCA members.

Breeder Advertisements 
Dispersed throughout the 
publication.  Open to all 
PWDCA members.

The PWDCA does not 
recommend or endorse any 

breeder or member.   Do 
your due diligence when 

considering the purchase of 
a PWD puppy.
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The 28th PWDCA National Specialty
September 7 -13th, 2019

Hosted by the Colorado Portuguese Water Dog Club 

Host Hotel 
DoubleTree Greeley at Lincoln
Greeley, Colorado

Water Trials - Windsor Lake
Windsor, Colorado

Tentative Schedule:

September 6, 2019
• Water Set up
• Water Practice
• Water Committee Meeting (tbd)

September 7, 2019
• Water Trial - Day 1
• Registration Opens (WT)
• Senior Water Dog Challenge
• Water Trial/Early Arrival Dinner 

(tbd)

September 8, 2019
• Water Trial - Day 2
• Registration Opens
• Welcome Gathering

September 9, 2019
• Agility Day 1
• Welcome Reception/Newbie 

Dinner
• Breeder's Education
• Futurity/Maturity 

September 10, 2019
• Agility Day#2
• AKC Scent Trials #1 & #2

• Sweepstakes
• Health Tent & Eye Clinic
• In-Person Board Meeting
• Parade of Seniors
• Top Twenty

September 11, 2019
• Obedience & Rally
• CGC, CGCA & Trick Dog 
• Conformation - Class Dogs
• Conformation - Non Regular 

Classes & 4-6 mo Puppy
• PWDCA Annual Meeting
• Dinner & Live and Silent Auctions
• Health Tent & Eye Clinic

September 12, 2019
•  Judge's Education
• Obedience & Rally 
• CGC, CGCA & Trick Dog
• Conformation - Class Bitches
• Seminar (tbd)
• Ringside Judge's Education
• OHA Reception
• Boutiques

September 13, 2019
• Junior Showmanship
• Conformation - Best of Breed
• Ringside Judge's Education
• PWDCA Awards Banquet & Basket 

Raffle 

For full details, premium lists, store & contacts - visit:  www.new-specialty.org
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Dear PWDCA Members and Future Members,

Welcome to the first digital edition of The 
Courier!  Spring is a time for change and new 
beginnings and the PWDCA will be celebrating 
throughout the year.  This edition of The Courier 
is focused on the family dog and topics of inter-
est to all Portuguese Water Dog owners.  It will 
be available online all year long and includes 
articles of interest for all PWD owners.  As we 
seek to expand knowledge and understanding 
of the breed we love, we will hopefully attract 
new members and grow our club.  

I am starting my third year on the board.  After 
serving the past two years as Treasurer, this 
year I'll be serving as your President.  We faced 
significant financial and organizational chal-
lenges over the past two years, but accom-
plished much and continue to evolve.  The 2019 
Board of Directors has already started its work 
to assure that we continue the progress to-
wards transparency and fiscal responsibility, as 
well as membership involvement.  Thanks to the 
2018 Board, we are starting the year on solid 
ground, but there is still much to be done.   

I encourage all to get involved and contribute.  
Check out the Volunteer section on the PWDCA 
website to see what opportunities are avail-
able, or create your own way to contribute.  Get 

involved in your regional clubs and get to know 
each other while you promote the preservation 
of the breed.  I frequently tell people “Water dog 
people are a lot like their dogs, hard working 
and gregarious”.  We enjoy being together and 
each project/task becomes a celebration.

This year our National Specialty will be in 
Greeley, Colorado from September 7 – 13.  The 
Colorado PWD Club will be hosting this event 
and they are busy at work preparing for our 
arrival.  In addition to the conformation judging, 
there will be a variety of performance events 
(agility, water work, obedience, rally and scent-
work) and plenty of parties and people events 
to attend.  I hope all will consider attending.  It 
is a lovely site and sure to be a week filled with 
fun!

Welcome to the first digital 
edition of The Courier!

President's 
Letter 
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Best read if you want a dog!

Is this the time to add a puppy to your family?
The first question you need to ask yourself before you begin this journey is, 

Do you need a puppy (or dog) at all? 
A dog is a lot of fun but a lot more work than many people realize. 

 Hopefully this dog will be    
with you for the next 10 to 15 
years, so this is a big decision.

Doesn’t every family need a dog?
It seems that very often a family gets a dog “for the 
kids”.  Kids and dogs can be a great thing! However, 
it is the rare child who keeps up with that pledge to 
“take care of it all by myself.”  Even the most ded-
icated and sincere of children soon find friends, 
sports, and their own social life interfering with the 
daily needs of the family pet.  Primary care for a 
dog must be something the adults in the household 
want and are willing to take responsibility for. 

Do you have the time now?
Puppies are like babies.  They 
have accidents, they don’t sleep 
through the night, and they can destroy things.  
They are not doing this on purpose; they are learn-
ing the rules of life in your family. It isn’t fair to 
become angry with the puppy for this.  Do you have 
the patience to work through this time of life?  What 
other commitments do you have in life now?  A de-

manding, full time job?  Small children in the home?  
What do you do when the puppy needs to go out, 
now, and your toddler is sitting and playing?  Do you 
take the time to put the child somewhere safe and 
secure or call a family member to tend to the puppy?  
That’s all the time it takes for an “accident” to occur 
with the puppy.  It's not the fault of a puppy who is 
just a baby with a small bladder and little control.  A 
puppy takes a lot of time out of your schedule.  An 
adult dog can make less demand of your time, but 
still needs attention. 

When you add a dog to your 
family you want it to be a well 
behaved and happy addition 
everyone enjoys being around.  

A well mannered dog doesn’t “just happen.” It is 
the result of training and patience over time.  Every 
dog requires exercise. The Portuguese Water Dog’s 
exercise requirements are higher than many other 
breeds. 

Plan for a puppy!

Adapted from article found on pwdca.org.

ph
ot

o:
  E

lia
na

 F
ur

m
an

ek

The COURIER Spring 20196



Your PWD will need to be 
groomed on a regular basis as 
well.  Weekly brushing is required 
to avoid matting, and less often, 
but just as important, is a formal 
clipping every six to eight weeks.  
Nails need to be cut or ground 
down every one to two weeks.

Can you afford to be a responsi-
ble pet owner?
Aside from your initial 
purchase price there 
are many other expens-
es to pet ownership.  
When you first get 
your puppy there is the 
initial series of vaccina-
tions, purchase of the equipment 
(bowls, collar, lead, crate, and 
toys), and a good puppy kinder-
garten class.  After these start-up 
costs, maintaining a dog can add 
up to a significant amount annual-
ly with food, vet bills, and several 
good manners puppy/dog classes.  
With a Portuguese Water Dog you 
also have grooming costs, or the 
expense of purchasing equipment 
and learning to groom the dog 
yourself.

What will your future hold?
What will your life bring in the 
upcoming years?  Are you child-
less now, but planning a family 
soon?  Will you have time for the 
dog when your baby arrives?  Will 
your children soon be grown, off 
to school, or otherwise out of the 
home?  Will the adults then want 
to be able to travel, and not be 
tied down to a pet?  The American 
Kennel Club coined the phrase, 
“A Dog is for Life; not just for 
Christmas” on a bumper sticker 
many years ago.  This was created 
to describe why dogs should not 
be purchased for a spur-of-the- 
moment gift or whim, but given 
long-term consideration.  A dog is 
for life.  It is a sad fact that many 
people don’t seem to realize this. 
This is why so many dogs end up 

in shelters across this country. 
Please take the time to think 
seriously about these questions 
before deciding to add a dog, any 
dog, to your family.  Then answer 
these questions with regard to 
owning a Portuguese Water Dog 
in particular, and be honest with 
yourself in your answers.  It can 
save you and your family possible 
heartache in the future. 

You are willing to commit to a 
dog!
Okay, you’ve decided that you 
want a dog, and that you want 
one enough to train it, clean it, 
watch it, exercise it, and love it 
every single day.  So the next 
question is: what kind of a dog 
will make it easier for you to do 
all those things?  That brings us to 
breeds and breed standards.  The 
following questions may help you 
decide.

What are your expectations?
First of all, make a list of the 
things you and your family do. 
Decide which ones you want to 
include the dog in (if you don’t 
want to include the dog in your 
daily activities, stop here.  Consid-
er a stuffed animal instead).  Be 
specific:  for example, when you 
are hanging out at home, do you 
want the dog hanging out with 
you?  In your lap, on the sofa, or at 
your feet?  Or one that is snoozing 
in another room or staring out 
the front window at the big, wide 
world.  When you go to the beach, 
do you want a dog that loves the 
water or are you happier leaving 
the dog at home or at a kennel 
if it’s to be a longer trip?  Think 
about things like the size and en-
ergy level you are looking for, too.

Breed differences!
Here’s a true fact: dogs don’t just 
look different, they are different. 
Different breeds tend to have dif-
ferent personalities and different 
preferences.  This is similar to hu-
mans, with one important differ-
ence:  in dog breeds, parents with 
those same preferences and skills 
have been bred together for many 
generations. The result is that 

the tendencies of 
a breed are pretty 
well locked in.  Your 
chances of success 
in dog ownership 
are higher if you 
start out with a dog 

whose genetic background steers 
it towards the type of life you have 
and the things you want to do with 
your dog.

Breed standards describe the 
general behavioral and size ten-
dencies of dogs of that breed.  The 
problem is that breed standards 
are written by folks who already 
love the breed, and so they tend 
to describe behaviors in glowing 
and positive terms.  You need to 
be a bit more critical.  When you 
read various phrases in a breed 
standard, ask yourself “what is 
the ‘dark side’ of this trait?”  What 
would this trait be like if left 
unchanneled?” 

For example, if a breed standard 
says the dog is brave, that could 
describe a dog that is very pushy 
with strangers unless taught 
consistent greeting manners.  Ask 
yourself how you feel about a dog 
that tends to jump up on people.

A dog with a “strong retrieving 
instinct” is a dog that may tend 
to want to chew things, perhaps 
anything in sight and may have 
a more intense desire than the 
average puppy. 

Ask yourself if you are willing to 
constantly supervise the dog, crate 
it when you are gone, and buy 
lots of chew toys.  A “determined” 

 Having a family dog means caring for it in 
every way!  From mentally stimulating the 

puppy to taking care of physical needs.
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dog may mean harder to train.  An 
“aloof” dog may not want to be the 
cuddler you have been dreaming 
about.  

So what about a Portuguese 
Water Dog?
They are an active, energetic, 
extremely bright and creative 
breed.  They are not a dog to just 
lie by the fireplace and doze.  This 
does not mean they are constantly 
active in the home or “hyper”.  A 
properly exercised PWD certainly 
can understand “that’s ENOUGH, 
now go lie down." when need be. 
They seem to do well in homes 
with another, active dog, well be-
haved children over the age of five 
to seven or, if a petless, childless 
home, people who are willing 
to go on walks, take them for a 
swim, play frisbee, etc.  Obedience 
training for the first year or so is 
practically mandatory, continuing 
on is recommended.  PWDs are re-
markably well suited to the sports 
of dog agility, obedience and, of 
course, the PWDCA’s water trials.

Coat and the “hypoallergenic” 
aspect of the Portuguese Water 
Dog
The low shedding quality that 
attracts many to this breed also 
means that they need grooming. 
They should have a single coat 
of hair (most breeds are “double 
coated”) that keeps on growing.  It 
needs to be brushed and combed 
regularly, and clipped periodically.  
How often depends on your de-
sires, and the growth rate for the 
individual dog.  No matter what, a 
Portuguese Water Dog will require 
a good bit of grooming time from 
you. 

Since they shed little (but they do 
shed, all mammals shed at least 
a little) they are often better for 
people with allergies than other 
breeds.  It is suggested, though, 
that you spend time with adult 
PWDs before getting one, if you 
have severe allergies.  Many 
people are allergic to Portuguese 
Water Dogs, so please be careful. 
Look up “hypoallergenic” in the 

dictionary; “Having a decreased 
tendency to provoke an allergic re-
action.”  It does NOT mean non-al-
lergenic.  People can be allergic 
to all breeds of dogs.  Nothing 
is more upsetting to the buyer, 
breeder, and pup than having to 
return a pup because of a family 
member’s allergy!  It’s tough for all 
concerned.  Spend time with the 
breed before bringing one into 
your home as a family member. 

Allow the allergic person to bury 
their nose in the dog’s fur and re-
ally give it a chance for a reaction.  
Saliva can also cause allergic re-
actions.  Allow the dogs to nuzzle 
and lick during the visit.

A dog can be a wonderful addition 
to your family, if you are properly 
prepared.  These simple questions 
should have helped you deter-
mine if you are ready to take the 
next steps in bringing home a new 
puppy or dog.
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RECOLLECTIONS
HISTORY OF THE BREED

The existence of the Portuguese Water Dog along 
the Algarve on the coast of Portugal can be traced 
back to very remote times.  Evidence exists which 
indicates that in pre-Christian times, the "water dog" 
was held to be nearly sacred, and severe penalties 
came to those who killed a "water dog".  There are 
many theories surrounding the dog, but none dis-
pute that this remarkable dog has an ancient ances-
try.  The first written description of the Portuguese 
Water Dog is dated to 1297, and concerns a monk's 
report of a dying sailor who had been brought out 
of the sea by a dog which had a "black coat of rough 
hair, cut to the first rib and with a tuft on the tip of 
his tail".  Due to the historical clip still in use, many 
writings describe the breed as a "Lion Dog".  It is 
said that the current day Poodle, Kerry Blue Terrier, 
and Irish Water Spaniel are possibly ancestors of the 
"water dog".

In bygone times, this breed existed everywhere 
along the coast of Portugal.  This well-balanced work-
ing dog was prized by the fishermen as a companion 
and guard dog.  He lived on the working boats where 
he was taught to herd fish into nets, to retrieve lost 
tackle or broken nets, and to act as a courier from 
ship to ship, or ship to shore.

Tasks required the dogs to be excellent swimmers 
and seafarers.  Dogs were capable of diving under-
water to retrieve fishing gear and to prevent the 

escape of fish from the nets.  Constant swimming 
and working with the fishermen accounts for the 
remarkable muscular development of their hind-
quarters.  As noted in the breed standard, this dog 
of exceptional intelligence and loyal companionship 
willingly served a master well.

In Portugal, the breed is called Cão de Água (pro-
nounced Kown-d'Ahgwa). 'Cão' means 'dog', 'de 
Água' means 'of water'.  In his native land, the 
dog is also known as the Portuguese Fishing Dog. 
Cão de Água de Pelo Ondulado is the name given 
the long-haired variety, and Cão de Água de Pelo 
Encaracolado is the name for the curly-coat variety.

In the 1930's, Vasco Bensaude, a wealthy Portuguese 
businessman with an interest in dogs, was intro-
duced to the Portuguese Water Dog by friends.  He 
was told of a "magnificent working Cão de Água", 
and although there were only a few dogs still work-
ing on the boats of the fishermen, he eventually ac-
quired a dog named "Leão". "Leão" (1931-1942) was 
the founding sire of the modern breed and was the 
dog upon which the original written breed standard 
was based.  The first litter was born on May 1, 1937, 
at the Algarbiorum Kennels.

Early Historic milestones for the Portuguese 
Water dog in the United States include:
• In 1972, sixteen dedicated owners and friends 

of the Portuguese Water Dog gathered in New 
Canaan, CT, to form the what now exists as the 
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America.  There 
are currently over 1,500 members of this na-
tional club.

• The Portuguese Water Dog was admitted to the 
Miscellaneous class of the American Kennel Club 
(AKC) on June 3, 1981.  Three months later, the 
breed had its first Obedience champion, Spindrift 
Kedge.

• The Portuguese Water Dog was accepted for 
registration in AKC stud books effective August 
1, 1983, and became eligible to compete in the 
show rings as a member of the Working Group, 
effective January 1, 1984.  At that time, 182 dogs 
were registered.

"Leão" (1931-1942)

Adapted from article found on pwdca.org.
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Portuguese Water Dogs

HAVING
SO MUCH

FUN!

ph
ot

o:
  T

er
es

a 
Ph

ill
ip

s

photo:  Teresa Phillips

ph
ot

o:
  J

oh
n 

Br
oc

k

ph
ot

o:
  H

an
a 

M
ar

an
go

n

photo:  Sandy Overton

photo:  Amy Lane

The COURIER Spring 201911



The COURIER Spring 201912



PWDCA Committee Chairs

Activities
Agility Linda Otey
Obedience/Tracking/Rally Verne Foster
The Courier Susan Myrick
Water Work Susan Cucura 

Ad Hoc
National Specialty Trophies Elaine Sutter

Administrative
AKC Delegate Robin Burmeister
AKC Gazette Column Carole Prangley-McIvor
Archives Suzanne Malick
Finance   Mark Berger
Legislative Issues Kathy Souza
Membership Paula Kerezsi
Pedigree Study Group Karen Berggren
Policy & Procedures Fred Forman
Public Education Becky Morin & Susan Myrick
PWDCA-L Admin Gail Browne-McDonald
Regional Sanctioned Clubs Judy Murray
Rescue/Relocation Barb Crowther
Specialty Event Advisory Team Paula Markiewicz
The Courier Liaison John Brock
The Courier Review Liaison Barbara Belicose
Volunteer Committee Coordination Nancy Kurkjian
Website Fred Forman

Breed
Breed Standard Maryanne Murray
Breeder Development Brytt Boyle
Breeder Referral Services Donna Reif Sack
Judges Education Jean Hassebroek
Judges Selection Sandy Myers

General Programs
AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Susan Myrick
Awards Amanda Ford
Futurity/Maturity Shelly Jakubowski
Junior Affiliate Christie Kello
Miller Scholarship Fund Kris Cofiell
Owner-Handler & Jr Awards Lin McClure
Remembrance Fund Angela Rogerson
Top Twenty Chuck Teasley & Milarie Rude 

Health
Allergy, Hairloss, & Dermatology 
 Paul del Campo Hartman
Cancer Dr. David E. Smith
CHIC Coordinator Cynthia O’Connor, DVM
Endocrine Sherry Rady
Eyes Joan Bendure & Janet Boyd
Gastrointestinal Sharon Dudley-Brown
GM1 Kathy Ferrandino
Health Information Coordinator Elsa Sell
Health & Litter Database Support Jane McEwen
Health Research Grants Cheryl Deguara
Heart Carol Mattingley
Neonatal & Pediatric Health Carol Mattingley
Orthopedic Angela Harding

Contact information can be found on the PWDCA 
website under Committees.

www.pwdca.org/activities-committees

The mission of the PWDCA Rescue, Inc.’s Rescue and Relocation 
Program is to assume the responsibility for the evaluation and 
placement of Portuguese Water Dogs that have been given up 

by their owners or are abandoned or found.  This corporation is solely 
funded by voluntary donations from adopting families, members of the  
PWDCA, Inc., as well as from fund-raising events.

The Portuguese Water Dog Club of America Rescue, Inc. provides a 
wide scope of services.  We have volunteers covering every state in the 
nation.  These volunteers include our regional rescue representatives 
and foster families.  When Rescue learns of a Portuguese Water Dog in 
need, preparations are made to accept the dog through one of our pre-
arranged rescue representatives or foster families.  The rescued PWD 
lives in a loving environment while receiving any medical care that the 
dog needs, including microchipping and spay/neuter when needed.  The 
PWD is given a temperament evaluation to find out what its needs are 
for the new owners.  Once the new owners are chosen and the dog has 
been adopted, PWDCA Rescue, Inc. follows up with the new owners to 
make sure that the adoption is working.  

PWDCA Rescue, Inc. also provides counseling to owners who are having 
issues with their dogs.  Our representatives nationwide are very capable 
of assisting in these situations.

PWDCA Rescue, Inc. also provides rehoming services for our PWDCA 
Breeders.  When it isn't possible for a PWDCA Breeder to take posses-
sion of a surrendered PWD, the breeder acts responsibly by support-
ing Rescue when the dog that they bred is placed through the PWDCA 
Rescue and Relocation program.

PWDCA Rescue also provides referral services to PWDCA Breeders who 
need assistance finding a suitable re-home for a PWD that they bred.

In 2016 PWDCA Rescue placed 7 PWDs and assisted 6 PWDCA breeders.

In 2017 PWDCA Rescue placed 10 PWDs and assisted 8 PWDCA 
breeders. 

In 2018 PWDCA Rescue placed 14 PWDs, assisted 15 PWDCA breeders 
and assisted 12 PWD owners in placing their PWDs.

Find out more about our organization and the work we do on 
our website: http://pwdcarescue.org

PWDCA
Rescue, Inc.

Our Mission I
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Your 2019 PWDCA Board of Directors
President
Amy H. Phelan, MD DVM

I first came to know of the PWD 
in 1990, when I saw one at a dog 
show.  I fell in love with the breed 
and subsequently with the people 
devoted to its preservation.  I have 
served on the Board of Directors 
of the PWDCA twice, most recently 
as the Treasurer for the past two 
years.  In 2019, I start my third 
term and will serve as President.  
During my recent tenure, we have 
piloted the Club through some 
very stormy seas and difficult 
financial times.  Through hard 
work and some heroic efforts, the 
2018 Board has righted the ship 
and worked to make it stronger.  
I am committed to continuing to 
advance the club towards health 
and stability.
In addition to my work on the 
PWDCA Board, I am a founding 
member and President of the 
Red River PWD club in Texas.  I 
am active in conformation, obe-
dience, rally and water work and 
my two boys, Gus and Call, have 
advanced titles in all four venues.  
I have been active in mentoring 
new PWD owners in our area and 
organizing events for our club.

Along with PWDs, I also own 
Greyhounds and French Bulldogs 
and have been active in showing 
both breeds in conformation and 
performance events.  I have par-
ticipated in a number of success-
ful campaigns and have learned 

much about the sport of dog 
showing and gotten to know some 
wonderful people in the process.  

Outside of the dog world, through 
my professional activities, I have 
developed strong executive and 
organizational skills in my work 
as an Associate Professor and 
Medical Director at the University 
of Texas – Southwestern Medical 
School.  I have chaired committees 
and worked on numerous projects 
with people across the USA and 
internationally within my national 
professional medical associations. Treasurer

Becky Morin

Vice President
Martha Thomas

Martha has been involved in 
grooming and showing dogs 
in obedience, juniors and con-
formation since 1973. She met 
PWDs first as their groomer, 
before acquiring her own in 1992. 
Martha has served several years 
as President of the Colorado 
Portuguese Water Dog Club and 
the COPWDC Supported Entry 
Chair.  She is currently assisting 
the COPWDC in hosting the 2019 
PWDCA National Specialty as well 
as serving on several PWDCA com-
mittees.  The PWDs she has bred 
under the kennel name “ODYSEA” 
have achieved many notable 
conformation wins; however, what 
fulfills her most is watching her 
PWDs perform, do what they were 
bred to do and continue to enrich 
the lives of their owners as pets, 

service dogs and therapy dogs.

Martha looks forward to the 
challenge of serving the club and 
its members while protecting 
the breed with an emphasis in 
supporting conscientious breed-
ers.  She lives in Dysart, Iowa 
with her tolerant husband Greg, 
one spoiled cat and a multitude 
of PWDs.  They enjoy spending 
time with their three sons, two 
daughters-in-law, and three 
grandchildren. 

Becky has been involved with 
dogs all her life. She became 
interested in Portuguese Water 
Dogs in 1982 when attending a 
show in Los Angeles, where she 
met some beautiful dogs. Becky 
would spend time with breeders in 
Southern and Northern California 
assisting at shows, helping to 
show the dogs, and talking about 
history, temperaments and health. 
She looked far and wide to pur-
chase her first PWD and found a 
beautiful breeding in Montana at 
Roughrider Kennels.  In 1987, CH 
Roughrider Pescador de Toraq CD, 
also known as Mickey, came into 
her home and the rest is history.
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Becky has done tracking, obedi-
ence, agility, rally, sledding, weight 
pull, water work, conformation, 
nosework and rafting with her 
dogs.  Becky is a Charter member 
of the Portuguese Water Dog Club 
of Northern California (PWDCNC) 
and a member of the Portuguese 
Water Dog Club of America 
(PWDCA) since 1988. As the re-
cently elected Treasurer for the 
club she looks forward to working 
with the other board members 
and the finance committee to 
keep financial soundness for the 
club in the forefront. 

Corresponding Secretary
Marlene Nicewander

Thirteen years ago, my husband 
thought I needed a project and 
bought me our first PWD.  Today 
we live on 7+ acres with a breed-
ing program, agility ring, a training 
building, and access to water. 

I actively participate in confor-
mation, water, agility, obedience, 
etc.  In 2017 we were the num-
ber 2 Qualifier for “Outstanding 
Breeder Achievement Award”. 
This was the sixth time our breed-
ing program was recognized 
for an “Outstanding Breeder 
Achievement Award". Our greatest 
honor was when our Lucy (CH Ebb 
Tide’s Love of Cove’s End, CWDX, 
AX, AXJ, NF, CGC, CWDX, SROM, 
POM) was the only PWD to receive 
the cherished POM Award at the  
2017 Warwick National Speciality.   

I have served on the board of the 
Movers and Shakers club for six 
years and was President for two. 

I am co-chairing the 2019 PWD 
Jamboree and remain active in 
training and working with our 
dogs and puppy families.  I am 
an active member of the PWDCA, 
Movers and Shakers, USSPWDC, 
and the Durham Kennel Club.  
Seeing dogs and the puppies 
we’ve bred title in conformation, 
water, agility, tracking, barn hunt, 
rally and obedience is a special 
joy.  I truly love training and 
competing with our dogs as well 
working with our puppies and 
their owners. 

I feel it is time for me to give back 
to the breed and all the wonderful 
people who have made my PWD 
journey possible. I look forward 
to serving on the PWDCA Board 
and expanding our circle of PWD 
friends.

Recording Secretary
Judy Murray

I live with my husband of 46 years, 
Steve, in Media, Pennsylvania. with 
our three Portuguese Water Dogs, 
Miguel, Marco and Mika.

I currently am serving my fourth 
and last year on the Board of 
Directors of the PWDCA as 
Recording Secretary.

Although I was originally trained 
as a legal secretary, I currently 
teach competition obedience 
classes to approximately 70 stu-
dents a week and have done so 
for more than 23 years.  I compete 
with my dogs in obedience, having 
obtained six UD titles, two UDX 
titles, one OTCH title and am cur-
rently working on both UDX and 

OTCH on my current competition 
dog, Marco.

I have trained seven CWDX dogs.  
I have been a water trial judge for 
more than twenty years for the 
PWDCA.  

I also have competed in agil-
ity and most of my Portuguese 
Water Dogs have been shown in 
conformation to their champion-
ships.  I have bred several litters of 
Portuguese Water Dogs, produc-
ing multiple champions includ-
ing an AOM winner at the 2005 
National Specialty. I enjoy teaching 
both obedience and water and en-
couraging newcomers to enjoy the 
wonderful bond created with their 
canine partners through training.

The club has some serious chal-
lenges ahead.  I am looking for-
ward to working with the current 
Board to conquer these challenges 
and find solutions to help the 
PWDCA, Inc. continue to grow.  

Director
John Brock

My path to the Portuguese Water 
Dog is probably a bit different 
than many others.  Years ago I 
began training Siberian Huskies 
to run in sled dog teams.  Back in 
those days, we used 3-wheeled 
carts to train our dogs and 
looked forward to the cold snowy 
weather where we could run our 
dogs on an actual sled.  

One of my great pleasures is 
watching dogs perform the tasks 
for which they are bred.  Watching 
Siberians run in a team, or seeing 
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a Portuguese Water Dog pull a net 
between two rowboats…these are 
wonderful things to witness. 

My first PWD, Reagan, was a great 
worker and incredibly smart.  She 
excelled in the water and eventu-
ally earned her CWDX Title.  

Ace, our second PWD, is the best 
dog I've ever known.  He is a 
Gold GCH. Ace is also an amazing 
worker, having earned several 
performance titles.  He is always 
ready, willing and able to perform 
and please.  Ace is currently active 
in water work and agility.  

We recently brought home a new 
little girl named Scout.  She’s a 
sweet, loving puppy and I can’t 
wait to see what life holds for her. 

Through our PWDs, my wife, Sarah 
and I have met our best friends.  
We’ve been taken on rewarding 
journeys that have enriched our 
lives in so many ways.  Every day 
with our PWDs is filled with joy, 
comedy and a lot of action. 

In 2015 I became a water trial 
judge and have a great time meet-
ing the teams participating in the 
various water trials.  I truly enjoy 
every minute with our dogs and 
serving on the PWDCA Board in an 
effort to give back to this incred-
ible breed that has given me so 
much.   

Director
Christine Dostie

Chris was raised on a small farm 
in rural Maine where the value of 
work, commitment, honesty, and 
community were instilled into her.  

She spent her youth surrounded 
by animals of all shapes and sizes 
but her first dog as an adult was 
a Rottweiler who was very much 
in need of some training.  It was 
through this one naughty dog that 
a great love for training and the 
desire to have a good working re-
lationship with her dogs was born.  
It was through obedience that she 
would come in contact with the 
dog that would be the start of a 
long future with a new breed and 
the man who would later become 
her husband!  The dog was Ch. 
Baybrite Algazarra UD, aka Betsy, 
a small, brown, personable, bril-
liant spitfire of a dog who made 
everyone say “what kind of dog is 
THAT?!” 

That was 1990 and in 1992, Chris’ 
first special PWD entered her life 
-- the beautiful, black, wavy puppy 
with the dark soulful eyes that 
would stare right into yours.  This 
boy, Am/Can Ch. DownEast Diego 
de Armada Am/Can CDX, OA, OAJ, 
CWD, GROM, Multi-AOMs, would 
be the first in many venues for 
Chris including water, agility and 
conformation.  Most importantly, 
he would cement all the things 
Chris loves about this breed.  
He truly gave an impression of 
strength and soundness, he was a 
tireless worker, was very biddable 
and was lovely to live with.  He 
was a therapy dog who would sit 
for hours while the elderly pa-
tients stroked his big head.  It is 
Diego that Chris envisions when 
she thinks of the PWDs that would 
have worked on the boats of the 
Portuguese fishermen.  

In 1996 Chris married her hus-
band, Steve, and she became the 
other half of the DownEast kennel 
name.  Together they strive to 
produce dogs that are healthy, 
sound in mind and body with the 
temperament to work all day and 
be a wonderful family member.  

Chris believes that to move for-
ward, we must always keep an eye 

on the past and not forget where 
this breed came from and for 
what purpose they were originally 
bred.  One of the things Chris 
loves most about this breed is 
their versatility.  

There have been many amazing 
dogs in Chris’ life over the years.  
She has titled dogs in obedience, 
agility, tracking, and water includ-
ing taking five dogs through the 
CWDX title.  Her current special 
old man, Dobby, was awarded 
a National Specialty Super Dog 
Award and a Platinum Register 
of Merit.  Chris and Steve have 
bred well over 60 champions, 
most owner handled by Steve.  
DownEast dogs and handlers have 
achieved hundreds of perfor-
mance titles.

The PWDsNE club was the brain-
child of Chris over 20 years ago.  
She was not only instrumental 
in the startup of the club but in 
the writing of the by-laws and in 
attaining PWDCA Regional Club 
Sanctioning.  She is currently the 
club president.  Chris is the driving 
force behind the majority of the 
club’s educational and enrichment 
activities.  She also teaches water 
training camps and workshops for 
the club.   

Director
Mike McCallum

My wife, Lynn, and I have al-
ways owned and been involved 
with purebred dogs, including 
Dobermans and Labradors in our 
younger years and Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks and PWDs currently. 
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In 2008, we began showing our 
dogs in AKC events to have fun 
with our dogs and to try our hand 
at earning championships on our 
dogs. We brought our first PWD 
into our home in early 2009. In 
2011, we bred our first litter with 
our friends and mentors, Julie and 
Ty Rust, from Rustyco PWDs. 

Since entering the world of PWDs, 
I have been actively involved with 
all aspects of the club and activi-
ties, including the Owner Handler 
Awards program, and have served 
as a steward for several Top 20 
events. I have previously served 
as club president for the Bay Area 
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club.

Today, Lynn and I breed under 
the kennel name “Surfari” and 
have been fortunate to have 
several meaningful conformation 
achievements as breeder-own-
er-handlers. I feel the most pride 
seeing our puppies bring joy to 
families, which would have not 
been possible without the mentor-
ing received from many dedicated 
breeders that have taught the im-
portance of protecting the breed 
through commitment, hard work, 
and honesty. 

Director
Logan Ott

Breezy, Rebel, and JJ live in San 
Diego with me, Logan Ott.  I have 
been around Portuguese Water 
Dogs (PWD) for over 30 years.  

My first experience with the dogs 
was in 1984 when my mother, 
Marilyn Rimmer, brought home 

Director
Janice Reilly

Janice Reilly lives with her hus-
band and their three PWD’s  in 
Cary, North Carolina.  She has 
four children, as well as two 
granddaughters ages two and 
four.  Janice breeds and com-
petes under the kennel name 
SeaRidge.  Water is her favorite 
venue and she became a water 
trial judge in 2018.  Janice loves 
watching the dogs think and also 
enjoys observing how different 
people trial and train their dogs.  
She has competed in the Owner 
Handler Awards Program with 

the PWDCA since its inception, 
placing first in the multi-venue 
event, as well as the top 5 in the 
conformation venue the first year.  
Janice also competes in the AKC 
National Owner-Handled Series 
for conformation and has been 
fortunate to have had a dog in the 
top 10 for our breed, each year, 
earning her an invitation to the 
AKC National Championships in 
Florida.  Currently, her dog Minx 
is ranked number 1 in the country 
for owner handlers in our breed.  
Janice is currently a board mem-
ber for the Movers and Shakers 
Portuguese Water Dog Club of the 
Carolina’s, as well as a member 
of the Carolina Working Group 
Association and the Durham 
Kennel Club.  Part of what origi-
nally drew her to the breed was 
how committed most breeders 
are to the health and betterment 
of the breed.  She is looking 
forward to doing what she can to 
help move the breed and the club 
forward. 

our first PWD, Cere. Years later, 
under the name Questar, I have 
helped raise several dogs and 
whelped many litters. 

I have completed a professional 
dog training program by Karen 
Pryor with my dog, Breezy, 
Questar’s Prevailing Winds, JWC, 
NA, NAJ, NF, OF, RN.  I participate 
in agility, water, rally and confor-
mation and have started to train 
for tracking.  I have ring stewarded 
for conformation shows, obedi-
ence and rally and have been a 
chief ring steward for obedience 
and rally.    

Professionally, I work as a visiting 
teacher for the San Diego Unified 
School District. 

I truly love this breed.  I am hoping 
to help improve the Board’s effec-
tiveness, especially in connecting 
to the membership and listening 
to the membership.

For more
information on the 

PWDCA visit:
www.pwdca.org

To reach the board
e-mail:

board@pwdca.org
PWDCA members are invited 
to listen to scheduled board 

meetings.  Please contact 
PWDCA Recording Secretary, 

Judy Murray at:  
recsecretary@pwdca.org

Board minutes are posted 
on the PWDCA website in the 

Member's Only section. 
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WESTMINSTER
 KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW

BEST OF BREED
CH Chien D'Eau Feel The Burn De Remis 

BEST OF OPPOSITE SEX
GCHS CH Valkyrie Reign Is A Good Thing 

SELECT DOG
GCHS CH Domarco Abracadabra 

SELECT BITCH
GCHP CH Torrid Zone Smoke From A Distant Fire 

AWARD OF MERIT
GCHS CH Marinella's Smooth Criminal At Arkangel 

AWARD OF MERIT
GCH CH Marinella's Run Devil Run

Best of Breed - CH Chien D'Eau Feel The Burn De Remis owned 
by  Julie Conger & Edwin Ristad & Remy Smith-Lewis

DOG WRITERS
 ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

NOMINATED

Best CluB PuBliCation -        
Magazine

The Courier - The official publication of 
the PWDCA 

WINNER

Posters, Calendars, BroChures 
or PaMPhlets

Portuguese Water Dog 2019 Calendar 
by Nutmeg Portuguese Water Dog 

Club, Inc.

Representing the PWDCA (l-r)  Kristle Marangon, Amy Lane (Courier Team), Amy 
Phelan (President), Susan Myrick and Lynn Nelson (both on the Courier Team)
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RED RIVER
Join us in Dallas - www.rrpwdc.org

Supported Entry: Texas Kennel Club, Saturday July 6th
Contact Sharon Kang: himarkpwds@yahoo.com

 

PORTUGUESE WATER DOG CLUB
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I am the PWDCA!

Lin McClure
I’m in the PWDCA because of the especially warm 
welcome the Southern California PWD club 
afforded me when I started looking for a PWD. 
At their 2013 Specialty, Marilyn Rimmer took me 
under her wing, introduced me around and, while 

filling me with her famous Specialty Taco Salad, explained the 
PWD standard and what I should look for in a show quality 
pup.  This incredible welcome compounded into hundreds of 
PWD friendships via the Owner Handler Awards Program.  I 
joined PWDCA in 2014 and started showing my first ever PWD 
(Maggie) in conformation, where I was a complete novice.  
We also competed in obedience and rally.  In 2015 I was the 
Owner Handler Awards Top Rookie, #4 in Combined, and #4 
in Conformation.  During that OHA Program year, we com-
peted in 15 states and enriched our lives through the won-
derful universe of PWD-affiliated people.  

So how did I come to be owned by PWDs since I’d been in 
Golden Retrievers for the previous 25 years?  After a couple 
of dog-less years I was ready to go again.  I began observing 
a man with his dog in the park.  Every day the dog was wildly 
happy, running in big circles, making high leaps with all four 
feet off the ground, rushing at the man then zooming off to 
the side at the last second.  The man would roar with laugh-
ter, which only incited the dog further. And I thought, "I need 
a dog just like that."  When I asked him what kind of dog it 
was he replied, “Sophie is a Portuguese Water Dog, they’re 
clowns in dog suits.”  So they are!  We now have three clowns: 
Maggie, Cap’n, and Andy.  I currently serve as Chair of the 
OHA Committee.  Full circle.
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Tips on finding a great breeder!

Get The 411 on Breeders 

Health test all breeding dogs and dis-
cuss health problems with you.  

So why buy from a breeder that does ALL the health 
testing?  Because some DNA tests eliminate the 
chance of your dog ever having a disorder… but 
both parents need to have that testing and data to 
know.  A DNA test will tell a breeder if a parent is 
clear, a carrier or affected with a disease.  A carrier 
bred to carrier or affected will produce the disease 
in puppies, yet using a DNA clear dog will prevent an 
affected puppy from being born! 

For other genetic traits, such as hip dysplasia (which 
can be crippling in a dog), I’d rather buy from a 
breeder that has many generations of excellent, 
good and fair hips.  Hip problems require an x-ray to 
diagnose.  Quite often, it is not until the dog is older 
that physical problems can be seen by the owner.  

Health testing is a statistics game.  Meaning a dog 
with excellent hips bred to a dog with excellent hips 
has a strong chance to produce a dog with hips 
that aren’t dysplastic, while dogs that are dysplastic 
also have a strong chance to produce dogs that are 
dysplastic.  In many cases it does happen exactly like 
that, but occasionally other variables affect dogs.

There’s nature and there’s nurture.  An example is if 
a person purchases a puppy from two parents with 
excellent hips, but then overfeeds them and does 
high impact exercise; the puppy is much more likely 
to develop hip dysplasia in the future.

Your heart, your dog, and your pocketbook will cer-
tainly know if your dog ends up with a health issue 
because someone didn’t do their due diligence and 
health test or breed without regard to health.

Your breeder should discuss other health issues that 
are in the breed (such as Addison's Disease) as well 
as provide all health documents.  

Remember, the best predictor of the future is the 
past.  The odds are much better when you purchase  
a puppy from parents that pass their health testing. 

Request that you fill out an 
application. 

An application helps the breeder to know if you 
know what you are getting into with their breed of 
dog.  Not all dogs are created equal.  Some breeds 
were selectively bred to warm laps and others bred 
to retrieve all day and yet others bred to guard their 
owner's homes.  Each breed of dog comes with a 
unique set of characteristics, which make them a 
perfect dog for some and a terrible dog for others.

Just because you like the “looks” of a dog, or your 
friend has one, doesn’t mean they are the right 
breed for you.  A great breeder will go over your ap-
plication and have a discussion with you to see if you 
are a match with the Portuguese Water Dog breed.

All puppies are cute and many breeders seem reputable, but....

make sure you do your homework!
Acquire your new family member from a dedicated breeder.

A great breeder will...

2

1

by Becky Rupert

photo:  Teresa Phillips
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Provide a lifetime of support.

Great breeders are breed enthusiasts.  That doesn’t 
mean they are experts in all things dogs, but they do 
usually know where to find the experts.  They want 
you to have and receive the help you need for the 
life of the dog.  They’ll be able to give you informa-
tion for the health, feeding and caring of your dog 
from birth until the end of life.  If they don’t know the 
answer they will point you in the right direction to 
find the information.

Place non-show puppies on a spay/
neuter contract and AKC limited 
registration.

Great and responsible breeders only want dogs from 
their lines bred if they feel they are breeding quality 
dogs.  We all think our own dog is near perfect, but 
that doesn’t mean they have what it takes to produce 
a sound litter of puppies.  Responsible and great 
breeders will INSIST on a spay and neuter contract 
for your puppy unless your puppy is sold on a show 
and breeding contract.

A breeder that sells a dog without this sort of con-
tract often isn’t as invested in the health and well 
being of the breed as they should be.  They instead 
may be looking for that payday and will at times 
charge more money for “breeding rights”.

Provide AKC registration paperwork. 

The American Kennel Club (known as the AKC) is a 
registration body for purebred dogs.  AKC registra-
tion papers DO NOT mean that the dog is a quality, 
health tested dog.  Just like a person having a social 
security number doesn’t mean anything other than 
they are a US citizen or eligible resident.  AKC papers 
means that the dog has a known lineage of dogs that 
are that particular breed.  

That said, you SHOULD receive AKC papers as part 
of the purchase price of the puppy.  Just remem-
ber:  Any quality of dog (from Best in Show quality,  
backyard bred or puppy mill) may have AKC papers 
if their parents were both purebred dogs registered 
with the AKC.

 

Will always take the puppy/dog back.

Great breeders aren’t typically breeding as a way to 
supplement their income.  They are breeding be-
cause they are looking for their next show prospect 

or next competition dog.  They of course DO charge 
money for their puppies, but that money is typically 
invested back in via health testing, competitions and 
other events related to the dogs.  At the end of the 
day, they pursue this hobby because they believe in 
raising quality purebred dogs.  They are invested in 
each and every dog they own and produce.

In each of their contracts you will typically find a 
requirement that in the event you can't keep your 
puppy or adult dog, you are required to return them 
to the breeder.  This is to ensure the puppy/dog 
NEVER ends up in a shelter, that the breeder always 
knows the destiny of each dog and can help to locate 
a new home.

Want you to be part of their dog 
family.

Great breeders want to hear from you about your 
puppy.  They want to know how the dog is doing, 
about the dog’s health and temperament and would 
love if you shared your funny Halloween photos.  
They can’t keep all of the puppies in the litter.  So 
they rely on you to keep them up-to-date on how 
dogs they’ve produced are growing and aging.

Compete with their dogs.

Great breeders will compete with their dogs in some 
venue.  They will compete in either conformation, 
obedience, rally or some other event.  They will also 
have achieved some titles on their dogs.  This doesn’t 
mean every dog bred will be a finished champion 
or have performance/obedience titles, but great 
breeders are always trying to better their breeding 
program.  One way is through participating in com-
petition events.

But you don’t want a show dog...  you say?  That’s 
fine, most litters from quality breeders have both  
pet puppies and puppies with conformation showing 
potential.  For example, in a litter of 10 puppies only 
two may turn out to be show worthy puppies and 
the other eight are perfect companion pets.  
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Belong to the breed's parent club 
(Portuguese Water Dog Club of 
America).

Again, great breeders are always looking for ways to 
make a positive impact on their breed.  So they are 
usually a member of the parent club or a regional 
club.  They want to be involved with other breeders 
and share concerns or celebrate wins (both competi-
tion and health) with other breeders.  If your breeder 
isn’t involved with a breed club, ask why.  Breed 
clubs can be a valuable resource for both experi-
enced breeders and new dog owners.

Great breeders often:

In addition to 1-9 above, great breeders will

• Temperament test puppies prior to placement.

• Have puppy socialization protocol.

• Requires meeting you in person.

• Will pick a puppy best suited for you.

• Provide health documentation prior to purchase.

• Invite you to their home to visit puppies.

• MEET YOU.  They must meet you prior to 
placement.

• Provide contract, AKC papers and information on 
the sire and dam.

• Carefully plan breedings and often will use a sire 
(father) that they do not own in order to better 
the breeding.

• Discusses the breed with you.  They want you to 
understand the temperament, exercise require-
ments, health issues and grooming.

• Great breeders seek to have a rapport with you.

9

10

• Has ongoing litters or have many breeds.

• Offers online purchasing of a puppy or will 
allow you to pick your puppy from a photo.

• Accepts online deposits without talking to the 
buyer (you).  Or will take a deposit without 
telling you about the parents, the breed or 
asking you about your family and lifestyle.

• Offers to meet you or ship a puppy to you.  
"They don't want you to see their home or 
facility."

• You are not able to validate sire and dam 
health information on www.ofa.org OR 
they do not supply you health information 
upon request.  Remember ONLY OFA can 
issue hip and eye clearances (not a regular 
veterinarian).  

• Tells you they have "no health" problems.

• Provides a minimal contract or they do not 
require you to sign a contract.

• Up-sells or offers you to "buy up" for a 
breeding dog for an additional fee or to join 
them in breeding. 

• Tells you:  Portuguese Water Dogs are "great 
dogs"!  Or they are "perfect family dogs".  
This breed CAN BE a great dog for the right 
family, but the breeder should discuss with 
you if this is the right breed for YOUR family!

• Will not know a lot of information about the 
dogs in the pedigree - but may tell you how 
wonderful their dogs are.  

• Will send a puppy home prior to 8 weeks old.

• Does not belong to, or participate in, the 
PWDCA, regional or all-breed clubs.

It is, sometimes, hard to determine if a breeder is 
a quality breeder.  When in doubt, trust your gut 
feeling.

For more information on the Portuguese Water 
Dog, visit:

www.pwdca.org

Red Flags

Traits of a poor quality breeder:

# 10 and  red flag list adapted from information submitted to The Courier and composed by staff.
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What is "crate training"? 

The main reason new pet owners often oppose the 
use of a crate is that they do not understand it. It is 
not a "cage" used for punishing the puppy.  A crate 
is a useful training tool, just like a collar and leash, 
if used correctly.  It has proven itself over and over 
again, in many different home situations, to be 
the fastest and easiest way to potty train a puppy. 
Understanding this before you start will help you 
through this training process.

Our dogs are certainly not wild canines but they do 
still share some 
traits.  Canines 
need a safe 
place, out of the 
way of every 
day hustle and 
bustle of life. 
Many people 
will notice their 
dog or puppy 
choosing to lie 
under a chair or 
low table, watch-
ing the world 
go by.  They are 
looking for a 
den.  All puppies, 
and Portuguese 
Water Dogs 
more than many, 
can be very 
destructive.  A 
crate is a place 
that can keep 
your puppy and 
your possessions 
from harm when 
you are busy. 

Why?

In our homes, we can give our dogs a den of their 
own, and it can be comforting and useful for both 
dog and owner.  Dogs will instinctively keep their den 
clean. This is an important point for you to under-
stand. Use this information.  This is the why a crate 

works for housebreaking your dog. Your puppy will 
learn to enjoy his crate and want to keep it clean. 

There are times you can be fairly certain your pup 
will need to potty:  when he wakes up from a nap, af-
ter he eats, after a play session, or anytime he hasn't 
been out for awhile.  Like a small child, a puppy can 
not "hold it" for very long, so you must be aware and 
ever watchful.

When your pup cannot be under your watchful eye, 
he should be in his crate.  When he is napping, he 
should be in his crate.  While you are eating, cleaning 

or working, your 
puppy should be 
in his crate.  This 
may sound ex-
cessive to some. 
It doesn't need to 
be.  You need to 
schedule time to 
spend with your 
pup (See the "Do 
you have the time 
now?" section 
of the "Is this 
the time to add 
a puppy to your 
family?" article) on 
page 6. 

Have short 
training sessions 
throughout the 
day.  Play with 
your puppy.  Go 
for short walks 
around the 
neighborhood. 

When you are 
casually moving 
about your home 

during the day and can do so, practice "tethering".  
This is simply attaching the puppy to your body.  The 
easiest way to do this is to attach the leash to your 
belt or something similar.  This keeps the pup with 
you, and yes, takes some of the pressure off of you 
to keep the pup from wandering away and getting 
into trouble.

Housebreaking!
 Inside no!  outside yes!

Housebreaking with a crate.

Having the puppy on a leash for potty time 
can help keep him "on task".  An off leash 
puppy is more likely to wander, sniff and 

want to play.  After he has done his business 
you can certainly remove the leash, in your 

securely fenced yard, and play.

HAVE
A

SCHEDULE!

Adapted from article found on pwdca.org.
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If you work outside the home be fair to the puppy. 
He cannot "hold it" all day while you are gone.  If 
you can, try to get home at lunchtime.  Arrange for 
a friend or neighbor to visit during the day, don't 
expect the puppy to wait all day.  He cannot.  Make 
sure whoever visits the pup during the day under-
stands the importance of taking the puppy outside 
as soon as he comes out of his crate and praising 
him when he goes potty.  You must expect to spend 
more time in the evening with your puppy than if 
someone were home with him all day.  Be prepared 
for this.  You are the center of this young, living 
creature's universe.  He has waited all day for you 
to come home.  Enjoy it, and even on days you don't 
feel like it, you must spend time with the puppy. 

Consistent and fair crate training as a puppy can 
make your entire life with your pet easier.  When you 
are visiting in someone else's home or a hotel, your 
dog may be welcome if he will sit quietly in his crate 
when needed.  When you need your dog out of the 
way during special occasions in your own home, you 
have a pet who will behave while in his crate.  If your 
dog should need to spend time in the veterinary hos-
pital he will not be nearly as frightened if he is used 
to being in a crate for periods of time.  Your dog has 
a place he can choose to go when he needs time on 
his own. 

Some people choose to not crate their dog while 
they are out once he is an adult.  This can work for 
many dogs.  With your Portuguese Water Dog, how-
ever, please know that a mentally and emotionally 
mature dog may not appear in your home for three 
to five years!

Housebreaking Schedule
Sample day for you and your new puppy:

Morning

The puppy wakes up in his crate and you get 
up immediately and take the puppy outside on 
leash.  When the puppy goes potty, praise the 
puppy.  Puppy comes back into the house for 
breakfast.  After breakfast you both go back 

outside for the puppy to go potty.  Again, when 
the puppy goes potty, you praise the puppy.  

Now the puppy can be left loose in the house, 
under your watchful eye, to play for awhile.  
Maybe have a short training session.  Then 
you'll take the puppy back outside to potty 

(don't forget the praise!) and into his crate for 
a nap. 

Noontime

The puppy wakes up from his nap and you 
immediately take him outside. The puppy goes 
potty, you praise and then back into the house 
for lunch.  The puppy eats lunch, goes outside 

with you and goes potty, you praise.  Now 
is a good time for a short walk. Incorporate 
training into this as well.  Ask your puppy 

to sit while you reach for his collar and put 
the leash on.  Good Puppy.  Give a treat as a 
reward, then outside for a quick walk around 

the neighborhood.  Once back home, potty the 
puppy before you go into the house if needed, 
praise.  It's now playtime with the puppy.  And 
finally, when playtime is over, the puppy goes 

back outside to potty, gets praise, back in-
doors for a well deserved nap in his crate. 

Evening

The puppy wakes up from his nap, you both go 
outside, the puppy goes potty, you praise, then 
back in the house for playtime.  Once playtime 
is over, it is time to go back outside, the puppy 

goes potty, you praise and follow with an 
evening walk.  Once back into the house, play, 

dinner, potty, gets praise, back inside.

Bedtime

Puppy has had playtime, training time and 
walks with his adored humans today.  Outside 

to potty and then into the crate for a well 
earned sleep!

You don't have to follow the above exactly.  This 
is to give you an idea of how to work the puppy's 

schedule into your own life.  

Puppies, like children, need a routine! 
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STRONG MINDS IN STRONG BODIES
Exercise not only builds the puppies' bodies, it helps 
build their minds.  But exercise that’s not appropri-
ate for a puppy’s age and development can cause 
significant and irreversible damage.  What would be 
a simple sprain in an adult dog could leave a puppy 
with a misshapen or shortened limb, so this is a sub-
ject that should be taken seriously.

UNDERSTANDING PUPPIES BODIES

NO BONES ABOUT IT...                                    
PUPPIES AREN'T MINIATURE DOGS
The first consideration with puppy exercise is 
something called “growth plates.”  Growth plates 
are soft areas that sit at the ends of the long bones 
in puppies and young dogs.  They contain rapidly 
dividing cells that allow bones to become longer un-
til the end of puberty.  Growth plates gradually thin 
as hormonal changes approaching puberty signal 
the growth plates to close.  In puppies, this closure 
is normally completed by approximately 18 months 
old.

Until the growth plates close, they’re soft and vul-
nerable to injury.  After sexual maturity, the growth 
plates calcify and the rapid cell division ends.  The 
growth plate becomes a stable, inactive, part of the 
bone, now known as an epiphyseal line.

A dog’s bones are held together with muscles, ten-
dons, and ligaments - soft tissue.  In an adult dog, 
if a joint experiences a stress such as bending the 
wrong way or rotating too much, the bones will hold 
firm and a soft tissue will be pulled, resulting in a 
sprain.  In a puppy, however, his muscles, ligaments 
and tendons are stronger than his growth plates, so 

Puppy Fitness that Fits the Puppy
AGE APPROPRIATE EXERCISE GUIDELINES
by Jane Killion
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instead of a simple sprain, his growth plate is liable 
to be injured - the puppy’s own soft tissue can pull 
apart his growth plate.

Why this matters so much is that, unlike a sprain, 
injuries to the growth plate may not heal properly 
or not heal in time for the puppy to grow up straight 
and strong.  Injury to a growth plate can result in 
a misshapen or shortened limb which, in turn, can 
create an incorrect angle to a joint which can make 
the puppy more prone to yet more injuries when he 
grows up.

PUPPIES ARE SOFT CORE
In addition to having soft growth plates at the end of 
long bones, a puppy’s bones in general are “softer.” 
Dogs, like people, don’t reach their maximum bone 
density until after puberty.

Spiral fractures of the tibia (lower leg bone) are very 
common in puppies - 50% of all fractures occur in 
puppies under 1 year of age.  A spiral fracture is 
where the bottom half of the bone twists in one 
direction and the top half twists in the other.

This kind of juvenile injury is known as “Toddler 
Fracture” in humans, and it’s thought to be caused 
by the fact that the outside, fibrous layer of the 
bone (periosteum) is relatively strong in relation to 
the elastic bone  inside.  So any exercise that puts 
torque on (twists) a bone puts the puppy at risk for a 
fracture.

PUPPIES ARE IN IT FOR THE SHORT RUN
Puppies don’t have the cardiovascular system for 
endurance.  Furthermore, until they mature,  they're 

probably not able to build much endurance no mat-
ter how much they exercise.

In human children, sustained exercise only increases 
aerobic capacity by up to 10%.  In adults, that kind of 
exercise can increase aerobic capacity by up to 30%.  
Long walks and exercise sessions increase risk of in-
jury and yield few benefits for puppies, so endurance 
training is better left until the puppies have grown 
up.

BUBBLE PUPPIES DON'T BUILD BONE
After reading about growth plates and toddler frac-
tures, you may find yourself clutching your puppy, 
afraid to let him move lest he breaks a limb.  Relax!  
Not only is appropriate exercise not dangerous for 
your puppy, exercise has been shown to increase 
bone density in children.

Furthermore, those children who exercised were a 
whopping 50% less likely to fracture a bone.  There’s 
every reason to believe the same holds true for dogs, 
so appropriate exercise is key to building strong 
bones in your puppy and preventing adult fractures.  
So let’s talk about guidelines for puppy exercise.

PUPPY MONTESSORI
Self Directed Play is an overriding rule for any puppy 
under 18 months old.  The majority of his exercise 
should be free play, exploring, and noodling around. 
If he shows any fatigue, flops down, refuses to walk, 
you should listen to him and let him rest.

REPETITION IS YOUR ENEMY
Probably the biggest cause of growth plate and 
soft tissue injury is repetitive exercise with a young 
puppy.  So, until he’s about 18 months old, long hikes 
and walks are out and lots of free-play sessions are 
in.

SNIFF 'N STROLL
While long hikes are out, just tooling around in the 
backyard with you is great.  If you  don’t have a 
backyard, short, rambling walks are perfect.  Let your 
puppy sniff, explore and take it at his own pace.  You 
can intersperse short training sessions in your walks 
to work on heeling/loose leash walking, but the ma-
jority of the walk should be at your puppy’s own pace 
and at his discretion.

Speaking of hikes, if you’re an outdoorsy type of 
person, you should bring your puppy along on hikes 
- it's great socialization for puppies under 12 weeks 
old, and great enrichment for older puppies.  But 

GUIDELINES FOR PUPPY EXERCISEShearing 
Forces

Spiral
Fracture
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just like when you take a small child on a walk,  be 
prepared to carry your puppy a good portion of the 
way.  If you’re jogging or walking on a manicured trail 
or paved park road, consider investing in a puppy 
stroller to put your tyke in for most of the walk.

TRAIL BLAZING

Kibble trails are also a great way to tire out a puppy 
both mentally and physically.  Remember, dogs 
generally don’t naturally go on long “marches” - they 
tend to noodle around and stop and sniff a lot as 
they go.  Kibble trails allow puppies to stay outside a 
long time and cover a lot of ground in a very natural 
way.  

Build a Kibble Trail:  Start with a handful of kibble 
(which you subtract out of your dogs daily meal).  
Drop the kibble every few inches making a trail 
as you go along.  Start out with straight trails and 
work your way up to trails with turns.  Make sure 
to put a lot of food along turns since a change of 
direction is hard to follow.  Once the kibble trail 
is laid, bring your dog to the start of the trail and 
they will begin to "find" the treats.  Over time you 
can drop the kibble further apart.

BE A PUPPY MATCHMAKER
Play with a well-matched and gentle playmate is 
ideal.  Size is a factor, as a very large dog, especially 
one that likes to play with a lot of paw whacks, can 
inadvertently injure a young or small breed puppy.

That being said, a gentle Wolfhound may be a better 
playmate than a feisty Jack Russell Terrier who likes 
to body slam.  Keep a very careful eye out and be 
prepared to throw handfuls of cookies down to inter-
rupt any overly physical play.  Body slams and crazy 
rolls are spiral fractures waiting to happen!

SOFT LANDINGS
Jumping off of beds and couches are major causes 
of spiral fractures in puppies - we are constantly on 
guard until our puppies reach two years old and 
keep them off furniture and beds unless we’re there 
to help them off.  We also use heavy carpet pads 
and carpets around all furniture and beds to cushion 
impact, should a young (or old) dog slip by and get 
up on a high piece of furniture.

You can start training in agility but no jumping higher 
than wrist height until 6 months old, no jumping 
higher than elbow height until 18 months old.

STAIRS AREN'T HIP
A study of 500 Newfoundland, Labrador, and 
Leonberger puppies found that puppies who climbed 
flights of stairs daily before they  were 3 months of 
age had an increased risk of  developing hip dyspla-
sia.  Although these breeds were selected for the 
study because of their relatively high incidence of 
hip dysplasia, the study seems to indicate that stairs 
represent a strain on any puppy’s joints, so consider 
ramps or carrying your puppy down stairs if possible.

Although climbing flights of stairs on a daily basis 
represents an inappropriate strain on puppy joints, 
doing one or two not too steep steps with a non slip 
surface probably does not represent any risk to the 
puppy and may be a nice body awareness and coor-
dination exercise.

BE EARLY OVER HILL AND DALE
Interestingly, the same study found that off-leash 
self-directed exercise on gently rolling, varied, and 
moderately soft ground for puppies under 3 months 
old decreased the risk of developing hip dysplasia.

And it’s important to get that exercise in early-free 
play after 12 weeks old, while certainly beneficial in 
general, was not shown to decrease the risk of hip 
dysplasia in the study.  So, once again, self-directed 
play in your backyard or garden is the best exercise 
for young puppies.

PLAY NICE
Puppies often have more “will” than “way” when it 
comes to chasing toys and will not stop until they are 
literally on top of the toy, causing both heavy impact 
and twisting on the bones and soft tissue.  We advise 
rolling balls or dragging toys on the ground for all 
puppies.  Tug toys should be held low and steady - 
don’t pull up or back on your puppy’s neck!

For more information on puppy exercise visit:

www.puppyculture.com

Reprinted with permission. Jane Killion, director of the film Puppy Culture 
is associated with Puppy Culture and their products.  Puppy Culture is 
not associated with the PWDCA, nor does the PWDCA provide medical 
advice.  Article is for informational purposes only.  Further information 

should be sought from a licensed veterinarian.  
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My dog won’t stop biting!  He bites my hands, my pants, my sleeves…HELP!!!

How to Nip Nipping and 
Biting in the Bud!

Biting is an ex-
tremely common 
puppy activity and 
can last until the 
puppy is 6 months 
old and beyond 
depending on when 
you choose to 
stop reinforcing it!  
Puppies usually nip 
to get attention and 
get others engaged 
in play with them.  
And I’ll tell you, nip-
ping is an extremely 
effective attention 
getter!  Nothing gets 
a human screaming 
quite like a nip with 
razor sharp puppy teeth!  But with some proper 
responses on your part, paired with prevention and 
creativity, you can have this problem “nipped in the 
bud” in no time!

First let’s look at the problem from the dog’s 
perspective:
Puppy:  I’m bored and I want my human to play with 
me…Oh look they are walking by RIGHT NOW!  I’m 
going to grab their pants to get their attention.

Human:  Shaking pant leg wildly squealing NO, NO, 
NO.

Puppy:  I LOVE TUG GAMES!  Let me see if I can get 
more of this pant leg in my mouth chomp chomp!!!!  
Oh look…here comes their hands to play tug!!!!!!

Human:  NO, I said NOOOO!!!!  LET GO OF MY 
PANTS!!!!  NOOOOOOOOOOOOO NOT MY 
SLEEVES!!!!

Puppy:  Oh I love this game!!  And clearly my human 
loves it!!! Look how much they’re playing!!!

Human:  OUCH!!!! NOW I’M BLEEDING!!! BAD DOG, 
BAD DOG!!!!   To the crate!

Moral of the 
story…most pup-
pies think they are 
playing with you 
and as you attempt 
to pry them from 
your clothes, they 
just think you are 
playing even more.  
The key with this 
behavior is to teach 
your puppy what 
appropriate play 
looks like while pre-
venting and discour-
aging inappropriate 
play.

 
Top 5 ways to stop biting and nipping NOW!

1.  Exercise and Rest:  Make sure your puppy has 
enough stimulation breaks (physical and mental) 
throughout the day and enough rest.  Puppies, like 
toddlers, can benefit from regular activities as well 
as regular nap/quiet times.  By having these stimu-
lation breaks you’re teaching your puppy how to get 
attention in a positive fashion as well as giving them 
an outlet for their energy.

Physical Stimulation:  Tug, brisk leashed walks 
around the yard, fetch, playing with another dog, 
are all appropriate ways to provide physical stimu-
lation for your puppy.  Letting your dog out in the 
backyard alone is NOT necessarily enough physical 
stimulation.  They want you to play with them.

Mental Stimulation:  This can be more tiring than 
physical.  Get four empty boxes and hide treats in 
one of the boxes for them to find.  Give your puppy 
any sort of stuffed food toy like a Kong or Buster 
Cube that the puppy can work for their food.  
Other ways to to provide mental stimulation is a 
quick clicker session teaching something fun (nose 
touch, give paw, ring a potty bell) or a brief five to 

Puppies are mouthy!

All puppies nip and bite.  It's not aggressive behavior!  Read on!

by Becky Rupert
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ten minute session of puppy push ups (sit, down, 
sit, down, down, stand, etc).

Rest: If your puppy seems too wound up some-
times it’s because they’re tired.  Place your puppy 
in their crate with something to chew on (frozen 
filled Kongs are a favorite) and let them relax for a 
bit.

2.  Bitter Apple Deterrent:  If pant legs are your 
puppy’s favorite place to nip, try a little Bitter Apple 
on the bottoms of your pants.  I’ve found that most 
people aren’t always aware enough to stop this 
beforehand so this helps by giving the puppy a bad 
taste when they sample your pants.  But don’t go 
over the top and coat your arms like one desperate 
owner did.  Remember, you want your puppy to as-
sociate you with good things as much as possible!

3.  Toy:  Carry a toy in your pocket or clipped to your 
waistband.  As your puppy approaches stick the toy 
in his mouth and only pet him when his mouth is 
occupied.  A mouth that has a toy in it, is a mouth 
that can’t nip.  If your puppy is running at you with 
“the look” in his eyes, you can also toss the toy to 
divert his attention and then start the petting when 
he picks it up.

4.  Leash:   If your puppy is doing “drive by nips” 
put your puppy on a leash.  Allowing the puppy to 
rehearse the behavior, running up and nipping over 
and over again, is just reinforcing it.  Put the puppy 
on a leash and assess if the puppy has had enough 
of #1 today (stimulation and rest).  If no to either, 
time to get to work; if yes to both, then start reinforc-
ing # 3—you only get attention when your mouth is 
occupied.

5.  Assess Situation:  Assess if your puppy is doing 
this behavior at a particular time each day, meaning 
does your puppy only nip during your favorite TV 
show?  During dinner?  When getting ready for bed?  
If so, prepare for this.  Do short training sessions 
during commercial breaks and have appealing toys 
to give during the show.  Crate the puppy while you 
are occupied and periodically give treats while crated 
for quiet behavior.  Remember a crated puppy is a 
safe puppy.  They’re a puppy that isn’t chewing things 
they shouldn’t and you aren’t inadvertently reinforc-
ing things you don’t want reinforced like nipping.

Reinforcing nipping is easy to do.  If YOU, THE 
OWNER, are doing any of the things listed, stop NOW 
to stop reinforcing nipping.

TAKE NOTE!  
Rough housing with the puppy to the point where 
they are nipping. Your play should be interspersed 
with relaxation.  If not, and you’re winding your 

puppy up and they are going over the top again, and 
again you are reinforcing that behavior.

Running from the puppy when they are nipping. 
Some puppies have a high chase response and it 
also provokes nipping.  Running games with your 
puppy are fine unless it encourages nipping.  Make 
a plan to stop the nipping first ,then resume chase 
games.

Tugging your clothes, arms, legs, hair, etc. from the 
puppy while giggling and laughing simply reinforces 
the nipping game with your puppy.  So if your puppy 
is grabbing any of these things have a plan to stop 
it.  That might mean your puppy has to drag a leash 
around the house and you step on it when they get 
close to you in the house or it might mean you carry 
a toy, but in any case you need a plan to not re-
hearse the bad behavior.

Be Proactive not Reactive
Trainers often recommend that you should "replace 
the bad behavior with good behavior."  So often 
people will take a puppy that is trying to bite their 
hands and put a toy in their mouth.  For some smart 
and creative dogs they will start to purposely nip/
bite hands or pants, etc. in an attempt to get you to 
engage and play with them.  

By giving them a toy after they nipped you, you are 
inadvertently reinforcing the biting and nipping 
therefore making it MORE LIKELY to happen again 
to get you to play.  Instead, anticipate the behavior 
and have the toy ready to put in their mouth before 
they start to nip or bite (use a favorite toy that will 
distract them from following through with the nip or 
bite such as a  stuffed toy, rubber toys, squeaky, or 
something with flavor).  

Replace the bad behavior with the more appropriate 
behavior without reinforcing the bad behavior.  What 
do you do if you miss the opportunity to be proac-
tive?  Often if I miss this opportunity I'll crate for a 
30 seconds to 1 minute (or give a nap if needed) and 
then be better prepared when I let them out. 

These methods will work.  But it’s up to you to 
determine how you’re reinforcing nipping and how 
to interrupt that chain of behaviors and start imple-
menting good behaviors.
Becky Rupert has her Master's Degree in Molecular Biology and an MBA 
in Marketing and Management.  After 10 years, she gave up her job at 
Iams Dog Food, where she did market research and product develop-
ment, to become a certified dog trainer.

- Certified Professional Dog Trainer (CPDT-KA) since 2006 

- AKC Canine Good Citizen Evaluator since 2006 

- Member of The Portuguese Water Dog Club of America since 2009

- Owner and training director, The Naughty Dog Training
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GROOMING

LOOKING GOOD!

photo:  Pet Portraits by Beth Balbos

PERFECT THE ART OF
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ESSENTIAL TOOLS AND PRODUCTS

grooming table

The grooming table and arm 
helps you safely position your 
dog on the table for grooming.  
Using a grooming table will 
allow you to work on your dog 
at the correct height as well 
as maintain control.  There 
are all types of tables, but the 
most basic is a folding style.  
Recommend 36" (length) table 
with a standard 36" arm.  Best 
Tip:  For a larger PWD, pur-
chase a 48" arm!

hair dryers

There are two main types of 
dryers.  Forced air and heat 

dryers.  The forced 
air dryers will literally 
have the water flying 
off the coat.  Heat 
dryers are popular to 
finish the coat to get 
a straighter coat for 
trimming with scis-
sors.  Many groom-

ers use both.  After drying 
the dog with the towel, they 
will use the forced air dryer 
to get the dog relatively 
dry.  They will finish the dog 
with the heat dryer.  Using 
just the heat dryer can be 
hot for the dog and over an 
extended period of time it 
can dry out the dogs coat.  
Recommend:  Metro, K-9, 
Chris Christensen Kool Dry.  
Best Tip:  Shop around for 
a dryer in your price range.  
Look for both air and tem-
perature settings. There 
are many excellent dryers 
in a low to mid-range price.  
Always read reviews. 

where to buy?
The Courier does not rec-
ommend or endorse  any 
retailer.  Items contained 
on this page can be 
found on various online 
sites, such as:  
www.petedge.com
www.showdogstore.com
www.amazon.com

brushes & combs:
The big debate!  Which brush 
to use.  A firm pin brush is 
often preferred for the wavy 
coat, while a soft slicker brush 
is preferred for the curly 
coat.  Greyhound combs with 
1.5" teeth are also useful.  
Recommend:  Purchase a variety 
to find the ones that work best 
on your dogs coat and feel com-
fortable to you.  Always brush 
and then use a comb (reaching 
the skin).  Best Tip:  A flexible 
slicker brush works well for 
small mats (of course, that never 
happens). 

clippers

Clippers allow you to keep 
your PWD well groomed.  
With a little practice, they 
are quite easy to use.  Keep 
in mind that clippers do 
get hot, so also purchase a 
cool spray or extra blades.  
Always go with the grain 
of the hair (neck to tail, 
shoulder/hip to paw, chest 
to belly).  Every groomer 
seems to have their fa-
vorite clippers.  There are 
several reliable brands.  
Recommend:  Andis, Oster 
or Wahl.  Best Tip:  Clippers 
can last for years.  Read 
reviews, purchase a quality 
clipper, along with blades 
and stainless comb clip 
ons.  
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RETRIEVER CLIP
WAVY CURLY

In order to give a natural appearance and a smooth unbroken line, the entire coat is 
scissored or clipped to follow the outline of the dog, leaving a short blanket of coat 

no longer than one inch in length.*
1. When clipping the body use a #10 blade with a 1" comb or scissor the 

entire dog to 1".  When shaping the coat, keep in mind not to over-style.
2. Scissor legs to blend with chest and body.  Feet are trimmed somewhat 

rounded and blended with legs.
3. Leave hair full length on the last 1/4 or 1/3 of the tail. 
4. The entire muzzle is clipped with a blade ranging from #5 or #4 OR   

scissored slightly shorter than the body coat to give definition from 
the inside corner of the eye to the nose and from the outside corner of 
the eye down the cheek under the jaw.  The muzzle is trimmed evenly.  
There is no "beard" or "mustache".  There is a definite stop.  Trim hair 
under ear to blend with the body coat.

5. Head is scissored to blend with body coat.  Appearance should be a 
broad, domed skull.  Hair on the wavy head tends to part in the center, 
giving a more casual appearance than that of a curly head.

6. Trim ear to jawline to follow shape of ear.  Hair on ears should be scis-
sored to blend with hair on head.

*Quoted from the AKC Breed Standard for the Portuguese Water Adapted from the PWDCA Grooming Guide, artwork by Verne Foster.

LION CLIP
WAVY CURLY

As soon as the coat grows long, the middle part and hindquarters, as well as the 
muzzle, are clipped.*

1. Begin clipping at the midpoint between the forechest and ischium, using 
a blade ranging from #10 to #4, depending on individual preference.

2. Coat on front half of body is scissored to follow the conformation of the 
dog.  At least 3" long all over.

3. Scissor legs to blend with chest and body.  Feet are trimmed somewhat 
rounded and blended with legs.

4. Leave hair full length on the last 1/4 or 1/3 of the tail. 
5. The entire muzzle is clipped with a blade ranging from #5 or #4 OR   

the inside corner of the eye to the nose and from the outside corner of 
the eye down the cheek under the jaw.  The muzzle is trimmed evenly.  

under ear to blend with the body coat.
6. Head is scissored to blend with body coat.  Appearance should be 

broad, domed skull. 
7. Trim ear to jawline to follow shape of ear.  Hair on ears should be scis-

sored to blend with hair on head.  Hair on a wavy head tends to part in 
the center, giving a more casual appearance.  

*Quoted from the AKC Breed Standard for the Portuguese Water 
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LION CLIP
WAVY CURLY

As soon as the coat grows long, the middle part and hindquarters, as well as the 
muzzle, are clipped.*

1. Begin clipping at the midpoint between the forechest and ischium, using 
a blade ranging from #10 to #4, depending on individual preference.

2. Coat on front half of body is scissored to follow the conformation of the 
dog.  At least 3" long all over.

3. Scissor legs to blend with chest and body.  Feet are trimmed somewhat 
rounded and blended with legs.

4. Leave hair full length on the last 1/4 or 1/3 of the tail. 
5. The entire muzzle is clipped with a blade ranging from #10 to #4 de-

pending on the individual preference, from the inside corner of the eye 
to the nose.  There is a definite stop.  Clip from outside corner of eye 
down the cheek and under the jaw.  Do not clip down the nek or under 
the ear.

6. Head is scissored to blend with body coat.  Appearance should be 
broad, domed skull. Hair on the wavy head tends to part in the center, 
giving a more casual appearance than that of a curly head.

7. Trim ear to jawline to follow shape of ear.  Hair on ears should be scis-
sored to blend with hair on head. 

*Quoted from the AKC Breed Standard for the Portuguese Water 
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the eye down the cheek under the jaw.  The muzzle is trimmed evenly.  
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7. Trim ear to jawline to follow shape of ear.  Hair on ears should be scis-
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the center, giving a more casual appearance.  

*Quoted from the AKC Breed Standard for the Portuguese Water 
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scissored or clipped to follow the outline of the dog, leaving a short blanket of coat 

no longer than one inch in length.*
1. When clipping the body use a #10 blade with a 1" comb or scissor the 

entire dog to 1".  When shaping the coat, keep in mind not to over-style.
2. Scissor legs to blend with chest and body.  Feet are trimmed somewhat 

rounded and blended with legs.
3. Leave hair full length on the last 1/4 or 1/3 of the tail. 
4. The entire muzzle is clipped with a blade ranging from #5 or #4 OR   

the inside corner of the eye to the nose and from the outside corner of 
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off to 
school!

basic lessons for all good dogs!

A well-behaved Portuguese Water Dog is a joy to live 
with!  But getting there requires a plan and some 
work on your part.  Most young puppies are willing 
sponges, ready to soak up anything you want to 
teach them, and you can use that willingness to your 
advantage.  Older puppies and adult dogs also are 
happy to learn, but it is so much easier to start a 
puppy out on the right paw!  

Many breeders today are starting with “manding” be-
havior (sitting to ask for something) as early as four 
weeks of age and are crate training from about six 
weeks onward.  Some even clicker train their puppies 
to sit, provide eye contact, etc. at five to six weeks of 

age.  When you get your puppy at eight to ten weeks 
of age, all you need to do is continue this work.

The basic behaviors that most people want as soon 
as possible are SIT, DOWN and COME.  Once you 
have those mastered, you can move on to LOOSE 
LEASH WALKING, STAND, and STAY.

With young puppies, training sessions should be 
short and fun.  For best results, you should plan on 
three to ten minutes of training with a long break 
in between similar training sessions in a single day.  
Always end training sessions on a positive note.

Remember all trainers have their own methods.  

SIT
Start with a treat to lure the dog.  Allow them to sniff the treat to get them interested.  From the stand-

ing position, as soon as your PWD is interested raise your hand, with treat, slightly above their nose 
and towards the top of the head.  As soon as their nose is up in the air, their rear should be moving 
towards a sit position.  YES!  Say yes and give the treat simultaneously as their rear hits the ground.                                                                     

The word yes is called a “praise phrase” or sometimes called a "marker cue". 
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DOWN
You can teach a down from either a sit or stand position.  Most trainers teach it from a sit position to begin 
with and then incorporate a stand to down.  Think “nose-to-toes” as you teach this exercise.  Begin with the 

treat in front of their nose, slowly lower it to the ground while moving your hand slightly forward of the nose 
and reaching the treat to the ground and drawing it forward toward their toes.  This will lower their body and 

then as you pull the treat out toward the toes it extends the lowered body into a down position.

Here's something fun!  
PUPPY PUSH-UPS

A fun, quick learning game is puppy push-ups.  You 
will find if you do this five minutes a day, a few times 

per day, your PWD will learn the skills very quickly.
From a down position, lure your puppy into a sit posi-
tion.  When your PWD reaches a sit position, use your 

“praise phrase” -- yes -- and give them a treat. 
Keep the attention of your puppy while in the sit 

position and then lure them into a down.  Once in the 
down position use your “praise phrase” -- yes  --and 

give them another treat.  
Repeat and treat!  Up, down, up, down!  

You have accomplished puppy push-ups!
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COME

The best way to teach come is when the puppy is small and wants to be with you all the time.  You will need 
a helper to hold the puppy for you while you run away a short distance.  If your pup loves toys, be sure to 

show a toy as you run off.  Once you’ve moved a short distance, turn and face your pup, call its name and say 
COME.  Your helper then releases the puppy and the puppy should run over to you.  When the puppy gets 

close, wiggle the toy on the ground in front of you and have a happy, play party.  Once the puppy reaches you, 
give your puppy a treat and use your “praise phrase” - yes.  COME should be a positive experience for your 

puppy and you should NEVER EVER reprimand a puppy who has come to you when called.  Practice this sev-
eral times a day and always have a party when your puppy gets to you.

Now you must be wondering, when do we add a verbal cue?

Some trainers like to add the verbal and hand signal cues 
after the skill is proficient.  Others prefer to add the verbal 
cue at the same time they are teaching the skill at the same 
time.   To add a verbal cue, as your PWD begins making the 
movements to either sit, down, or come, say the name of the 
skill.  For example:  as your puppy begins to move into a sit 
position from standing you say “sit”.  Then you praise and 
treat.  After several weeks of your PWD consistently perform-
ing this skill correctly, you can now begin to say the verbal cue 
BEFORE you start the skill.  Wait one second and if the pup 
does not respond continue to lure them as you have done 
previously.  Treat and praise.  Do not get into the habit of re-
peating the cue.  Your puppy will catch on and it is up to you 
to stay consistent and patient while they are learning.

A well trained dog is a joy to live with and to all they meet!

photos:  Amy Lane
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Introducing your 
Portuguese Water Dog to Water:

First Steps
by Lauren McDermott

The dam walked calmly into 
the water and just started 

swimming.  The puppy 
followed behind and went 

seamlessly from walking to 
swimming as well. I remem -
ber this as a great example 
of how natural learning to 

swim can be. 
- Angela Harding
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Puppies can swim!

Outlined below are three steps you can take to introduce your Portuguese 
Water Dog to water.  Once you have a confident swimming PWD you can build 

on these first steps to increase your PWD's love for water activities whether you 
plan to participate in the PWDCA water trial program, or simply want a swim-
ming companion.  With opportunities to swim, and with careful guidance from 

you, your PWD can have fun in the water.

Does your PWD love the water?  If not, do you 
wish he did? It is never too late to provide 
an introduction to water that your PWD will 

enjoy.  Dogs who have pulled on their leashes for 
years can learn to walk with a loose leash.  Dogs who 
have resisted can learn to happily offer a paw for nail 
clipping.  Dogs who frantically try to escape from the 
grooming table can learn to relax and enjoy the pam-
pering. PWDs who are afraid of, or have no interest 
in water, can learn to love it. 

When the puppies were old enough, we put the 
play pool on the deck with a ramp to go in and 

out.  We slowly increased the depth of the water. 
Sinking toys were added to see who would be the 

first to try an underwater retrieve.
 - Sandy Melson

Some PWDs get an early start in the water, and 
others come to it later in life.  No matter what activity 
you want your PWD to enjoy, the first steps involve 
happy, stress-free exposure to the environment 
where these activities take place.  Good breeders 
and successful dog trainers know that early expo-
sure to a variety of surfaces, sounds, temperatures, 
and unique stimulating environments contributes to 
a dog’s happiness as well as success in dog sports. 
While there is a difference in how you introduce 
adult dogs to water, because of their size, the princi-
ples remain the same.  Keep it simple and fun. 

step one:  this is water

With this step young puppies learn that the world 
has warm cuddly places like the whelping pen, as 
well as exciting new places like water.  In their book 
"How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With", authors 
Rutherford and Neil, suggest that in their fourth 
week of life puppies should be removed from their 
littermates and placed on a unique surface that they 
have not experienced before.  It is important to not 
over stress the puppies, and after a minute or two 
they are returned to their littermates.  Beginning at 
this time, breeders can introduce puppies to water in 
the same way.  Place a small folded towel in a dish-
pan for good footing, and add warm water to just 
cover the towel.  Place the puppies on the towel one 
at a time.  By the time pups are 28-30 days old, pup-
pies can play in shallow water in a small play pool. 
Because of their very young age, the water should be 
warm, and good footing must be provided.  Young 
puppies need to be watched 100% of the time they 
are in water.  Be sure to dry them well with a towel 
and watch them until they are completely dry for 
signs of being chilled.

Weather permitting, puppies are exposed to 
swimming pools, both the wading and in-ground 
types, beginning at 6 weeks.  In the winter their 

exposure comes in the form of a bathtub. 
- Jane Freeman

photos:  Lauren McDermott

The COURIER Spring 201955



If your older PWD has not had this kind of gentle 
introduction to water, you should not skip this first 
step.  Fill a bathtub or a play pool with 1 or 2 inches 
of water and play games in the water.  If this is more 
water than what your PWD is comfortable with, play 
on a soaking wet towel or a wet piece of carpet in 
a play pool.  You can toss toys in the water, or toss 
small treats in the water.  As your PWD begins to 
enjoy these games you can gradually increase the 
depth of the water.

step two:  you can swim!
With a little help, all puppies can swim. At approxi-
mately 35 days old, puppies can be placed in a swim-
ming pool or in the bathtub with water deep enough 
to for them to swim.  With a little guidance they will 
remain upright and will use their legs to move them-
selves around.  This should be done with one puppy 
at a time to guarantee a safe and enjoyable experi-
ence for the puppy.  

Some puppies may need some help as they are 
learning to hold themselves level in the water.  I 
very gently lift on the stomach area, making sure 

I am not in the way of their back legs.     
- Logan Ott

This exposure to swimming, just like the first ex-
posure to very shallow water should be handled in 
a matter of fact way, indicating to the puppy that 
swimming is a normal part of life and not a big deal.

We show them where the pool stairs are and 
after a few times they remember.  We never force 

them to stay in and if it's windy or chilly we dry 
them off.  We'll do this as often as we can before 

they go to their new homes.       
- Charles Schreiber

PWDs of any age can learn that they can swim in the 
same way as puppies, but an older dog may have al-
ready formed an unfavorable association with water. 
If you want your PWD to love the water you should 
never struggle with him around water, either physi-
cally or emotionally. If he is not already comfortable 
with it, teach your older PWD to be lead around by 
the collar or a body harness, and carried.  These 
skills are also important for grooming and for veter-
inary care.  While your goal is to be able to smoothly 
lift or lead your dog into water deep enough for him 
to swim, you should not begin this training around 
water.  Once your dog has learned that it is normal 
to be carried or lead around by you, you can gen-
tly lift him or guide him into water deep enough to 
swim.  Start with just a second of swimming and 

allow your dog to touch bottom or hold him again so 
he feels comfortable.  If your dog is struggling to get 
away, go back and practice away from the water until 
your dog easily accepts your handling. 

If your dog already knows he can swim, you can use 
this step to teach him that you are there in the water 
to support him, physically if necessary, while he 
learns to swim better.  Even if your dog loves to play 
and swim in the water, you should not skip this step 
because it teaches your dog that he can trust you 
both in and out of the water.

step three:  it’s your choice

Some PWDs choose to swim at their very first en-
counter with water, but many do not.  Steps one and 
two give your PWD a chance to experience water 
in a simple and non-stressful way, and help him to 
know that he can swim.  Dogs with plenty of oppor-
tunity to swim learn this naturally, but most of our 
PWDs do not have this kind of access to water.  Once 
your puppy is comfortable around water (step one) 
and knows he can swim (step two), the occasional 
opportunity to swim on his own will build his enthu-
siasm for swimming.  Once your PWD is enthusiastic 
about swimming, he will be more easily trained to do 
other more specific things in the water, like retrieve 
objects or swimming politely along side of human 
swimmers. 

I took my 12-week-old PWD to a local pond ev-
eryday and we walked on the dirt paths, ending 

on a beach.  He played in the shallows and if 
there was another dog around, they would romp 

together in the water.   
 - Sandra Gould

Once you know your PWD can swim, you can take 
him to water of swimming depth and be comfortable 
about his abilities.  You should have the attitude 
that you don’t care whether he swims or not.  A 

Sprinklers are fun too!
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slow running stream, or a quiet lake or pond with a 
gently sloping entry is ideal for giving PWDs their first 
opportunity to choose to swim.  A pool with steps 
will also work.  If the steps are too big for a smaller 
puppy to use easily, you can add bricks to the steps 
to make each step a more appropriate size.

I never push my puppies to swim.  I want them 
to love playing in the water first.  I found that 

letting them watch and play while I work with the 
older dogs makes them want come in and join us 

in the water faster. 
- Vera Arnold

Your PWD may benefit from having another confi-
dent swimming dog along to encourage your PWD 
to swim, or it may be best if your PWD is alone with 
you.  Try both, but don’t coax him into swimming 
depth, and don’t make him continue to swim when 
he wants to stop.  Allow your PWD to choose to 
swim, not out of fear or desperation, and not by 
being tricked into it.  If your PWD does not choose 
to swim the first time he has the opportunity, don’t 
worry.  You can take a break and try again, or you 
can repeat step two, helping your PWD to under-
stand that he can swim.

I take puppies on walks near water and if they 
go in fine, and if they don't, fine.  The first time 
maybe one or two of them only get their tippy 

toes wet, but eventually they all swim.  A couple 
of puppies racing through the water can be im-

possible for the others to resist. 
- Connie Millard

Having the opportunity to swim on a hot day, and 
after a run on the beach may be just the thing to 
encourage a reluctant dog to choose to swim the 

first time.  It is important, however, to not overdo 
it. No matter how far you have to drive to get to the 
water where the PWDs can swim, keep the sessions 
short, and leave before your PWD loses interest in 
swimming.

I like to let the puppies play and follow the older 
dog.  When it is cool we will stay 15 minutes or 
so and then back into the car, into warm crates 

with towels, and then home. 
- Jane Harding

After you have introduced your PWD to water, and 
he has learned that he can swim, and he chooses to 
swim on his own, you might want to schedule some 
play dates with other swimming dogs or attend a 
water training workshop or class.  Some classes may 
even be designed for PWDs who are new to water.  It 
is your responsibility, however, to be sure that all of 
the experiences your PWD has with water are safe, 
and contribute to his confidence around water.  You 
can easily lose ground with your training if you push 
your PWD to do too much too fast.

I have noticed at our water practice that cau-
tious young dogs gain confidence faster and get 
more assertive about getting wet when they see 

older dogs flying into the water. 
- John Cucura

When PWDs are given a gentle introduction to water, 
learn that they can swim, and have plenty of op-
portunities to choose to swim, they will continue to 
enjoy the water and all of the activities associated 
with it.

Choosing to swim.Getting an early start in the water.

This article first appeared in The Courier in 2011.
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I am the PWDCA!

Having quite literally stumbled into the breed 
in 2011, I was immediately aware that the 
Portuguese Water Dog was right for me. With 
great excitement, my wife, Leigh, and I joined the 
PWDCA before our first PWD was even whelped. 
We immediately began culling insight from Club 
resources as we waited those long weeks to 
bring our new puppy home.  Along with helpful 
information, we very quickly found a sense of 
community within the PWDCA that was unlike 
any we had encountered before.  It was excit-
ing!  The encouragement and genuine interest 
shared by fellow members helped to solidify 
what has become an absolute joy and passion 
for us.  Now only a few short years later, our 
lives quite happily revolve around Water Dogs; 
it’s hard to imagine being without them!  We 
own five amazing PWDs and actively participate 
in conformation, obedience, therapy, and wa-
ter work.  Our dogs love to have a job and are 
happiest when they are working, especially in the 
water.  We’re very lucky to be able to host Water 
Camps at our home and introduce new people to 
our unique sport and breed heritage often.  With 
guidance from our breeder/mentors, Roy and 
Barbara Cawley, and lots of time studying the 
HLL, we have bred three wonderful litters.  One 
of the first conversations we have with prospec-
tive owners is about how our PWDCA member-
ship has helped to develop our breed knowledge 
and enrich our lives and the lives our PWDs.  An 
association we value highly, we depend on the 
PWDCA and its members for guidance, support 
and camaraderie.

Landon Stafford

A Store
forPWDs

and their friends

Everything PWD for more than 10 years!

44
tollfree 866-4my-PWDs

www.4myPWDs.com

myPWDsmyPWDs 

THE LARGEST SELECTION 
OF PWD GIFTS AND ITEMS 
YOU’LL FIND ANYWHERE!

Gifts for friends, 
dogs and home –
Jewelry, clothing, 
cookie cutters,

ornaments, 
toys, books, 

PWD leashes.
NEW!! 

Canine Float Coats

WATER TRIAL EQUIPMENT – 
All the regulation equipment you need
to train and compete in Water Trials. 
• Padded Water Harnesses available 

in custom colors, 3-Handle Toys,
Floating Leashes, Buoy Balls,
Courier Nets and Pouches

PLANNING A LITTER?
Breeders, send your
puppies home with an
instruction manual. Our Puppy
Kit includes Verne Foster’s The
PWD, Guide for the New Owner
and a 4myPWDs discount
coupon for every puppy buyer.

TREATS
• Himalayan Dog Chews
• Bowser Buffalo Bites
• Best Bully Sticks

•  NEW! Focus Beef  sticks
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Introducing
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Tess
a

 is making a 
   

                                 
in performance!

Angie Robinson 
swseaspwd@gmail.com 

M I C H I G A N

  SWSEAS IN PERFECT TIME    

On land     in the water,             
                                                         Tessa  LOVES  to work!

dob: 12/24/2017  AKC #WS59848004   

Owned by: John Ellery, Angie Robinson, & Amanda Ellery   

Bred by:  Kathy Marshall & Angie Robinson  

Sweet Water Seas

www.swseaspwd.com

Splash

 ( SIRE: GCH. Fishbay's King Triton CGC    x    DAM:  SWSeas Swift Current Moxsea  CDX RE NA OAP OJP NF NFP CWD CGC /JVN  JVO  RVN  MAC-2 )   

Accomplished so much in her first year, 
 this amazing girl is just getting started...

MLBaer Photography

MLBaer Photography   

     Photo Credit:  O Christein

or

      PHOTO CREDIT:  O CHRISTEIN
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More pets are suffering from obesity.  The 
latest data from the Association for Pet 
Obesity Prevention (APOP) reveals over half 

the nation’s dogs and cats are overweight or obese.  
With increasing weight comes increased weight-re-
lated disorders, especially osteoarthritis and Type 2 
diabetes.  It’s up to pet owners and veterinarians to 
reverse this trend and save our dogs and cats from 
suffering needlessly. While this task may be daunting 
and challenging to some, we can succeed.  Here are 
a few tips on how you can help your pet in the quest 
to go from fat to fit in four steps.

1)  Recognition 
The first step in combating pet obesity is recogni-
tion.  This begins by comparing your pet’s current 
weight to its weight during your last veterinary visit. 
Most vets will be happy to weigh your dog or cat at 
no charge on special animal-accurate scales.  If you 
don’t have access to your vet, try the “rib check.”  You 
should be able to easily feel your pet’s ribs under a 
thin layer of skin.  If you’re pushing through a pad of 
plump, chances are your pet is too heavy.  Next, look 
at your dog or cat standing from the side.  Does their 
belly sag and dip toward the floor?  Pets at a healthy 
weight will actually have a tummy that is taut, tight, 
and trends upward instead of dragging down.  
Finally, when you look down at your pet you should 
see a subtle hourglass silhouette, not a blooming 

blimp outline. In general, if you think your pet is car-
rying a few extra pounds, it probably is. 

Because weight gain is gradual and insidious, most 
pet owners fail to appreciate a few extra pounds 
over a year or two.  “But, doc, it’s only two pounds 
since last year.”  Pet owners need to understand 
that weight gained slowly is just as deadly as weight 
gained rapidly.  By recognizing weight gain early, 
your chances of preventing weight-related diseases 
and severe obesity are greatly improved.

Recognizing underlying health conditions is another 
important aspect when evaluating overweight pets. 
If your pet is gaining weight, I recommend complete 
blood tests, urinalysis and blood pressure evalua-
tion.  Diseases such as hypothyroidism and Cushing’s 
disease can lead to excess weight gain in some 
pets.  Other times your veterinarian may discover 
an emerging problem such as early kidney disease, 
elevated blood sugar or high blood pressure.  I rec-
ommend working with your vet to create a “weight 
loss workup” program that includes regular physical 
exams, diagnostic tests, nutritional counseling and 
follow-up visits.  If it takes a village to raise a child it 
certainly takes a team to shed a pound.    

2)  Recommendation
Pet owners need specific recommendations to help 
their pets lose weight.  You need better advice than 

Better Pet Fitness in Four Steps

Does this clip make my 
butt look big? 

One owner discovers that when she decided to 
grow out the lion trim to a retriever clip, that it 
was difficult to see weight gain in her dog.  
After a quick trip to the veterinarian to rule out 
any medical issues, she realizes she simply has 
an overweight dog.  After making dietary adjust-
ments and increasing her exercise level her dog 
is back to an ideal weight.
A few extra treats or lack of exercise can quickly 
cause unhealthy weight gain! 
Dr. Ernie Ward shares tips with us to help 
keep both our dogs (and cats) at a healthy 
weight!

Dogs can be overweight!
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“feed a low-calorie diet” and “exercise more.”  Weight 
loss should be addressed as any other medical 
condition: history, diagnostic tests, treatment, and 
follow-up care.

The best approach to weight loss is one that pro-
motes fat loss while preserving lean muscle mass. 
When pets properly lose fat and gain muscle, clients 
often report an increase in activity levels, enthusiasm 
and playfulness.  Weight loss starts by adjusting daily 
calories.  I typically favor a therapeutic higher-pro-
tein, low-calorie food as a starting weight loss diet.

After selecting a diet, you need to know how many 
calories to feed your pet each day.  Don’t trust the 
bag; pet food feeding guides are formulated for 
adult, un-spayed or un-neutered active dogs and 
cats.  That means if you have an older, spayed or 
neutered, or indoor couch potato you’ll probably be 
feeding 20% to 30% too much if you follow the food’s 
instructions.  Instead, ask your veterinarian to calcu-
late the proper number of calories your pet needs 
each day. 

Another good starting point is to use this formula: 
Divide your pet’s weight by 2.2.  Multiply this figure 
times 30.  Add 70 and you’ve got a general idea of 
how many calories you should be feeding a typi-
cal inactive, indoor spayed or neutered dog or cat.   
Calculation:  [(pet’s weight in lbs/2.2) x 30] +70. Of 
course, each pet’s metabolism is different so be sure 
to consult your veterinarian before starting a diet.  
Weight loss isn’t about starvation or deprivation; it’s 
about safe and sustainable lifestyle changes.  We’re 
not simply chasing a number on a scale; we’re im-
proving overall quality of life.

Additionally, you need to develop a daily exercise 
and activity regimen with your veterinarian.  It can 
be as simple as walking for 15 minutes at a brisk 
pace twice daily and try for a 45 minute easy walk 
on the weekends or “alternate feeding your cat on 
elevated surfaces and in different locations around 
your apartment.”  The key is to get your pet (and 
you) moving each day for a minimum of 30 minutes. 
I’m also a fan of using food puzzles for both cats and 
dogs to make feeding fun.  Consider remote-con-
trolled toys and self-directed interactive toys that 
use technology to engage your pet’s play drive.  
Whatever your weight loss approach, keep in mind 
the goal is to improve health and prolong life, not 
just skinny pets.

3)  Rejuvenation
Obesity steals the joy of living.  Weight loss done 
correctly changes lives.  Pet parents often forget 
how rewarding life with a dog or cat can be due to 

the slow sapping of vigor and mobility excess weight 
causes.  Nothing pleases me more than hearing 
pet owners exclaim, “He’s acting like a puppy!” or 
“My cat now jumps on the bed and wants to play!”  I 
know that not only is the human happy but the pet 
is rejuvenated.  In over twenty years of practice I’ve 
found nothing more gratifying than restoring health 
through weight loss.  Helping a pet lose weight is 
not always easy and certainly may create challenges 
along the way; however, the gains are simply too 
good to resist.

Part of rejuvenation is enjoying the occasional treat. 
Choose low-calorie goodies that provide a health 
benefit.  I favor single ingredient treats such as sweet 
potato and blueberry bites, baby carrots, green 
beans, celery, broccoli, cucumbers, sliced apples and 
bananas.

Whatever treats you give, be sure to count those ad-
ditional calories.  Many pet owners feed the proper 
amount of food but sabotage their efforts by adding 
one or two snacks throughout the day.  As few as 
30 extra calories per day means your pet gains over 
three pounds in a year.

Here’s another tip:  Dogs don’t do division.  Break 
treats into pee-wee pieces and divvy them out when-
ever your pet earns it.  Be cautious of “guilt-treating” 
– the practice of giving your pet a treat because you 
feel guilty leaving them home alone.  I instead, use 
treats as a reward for good behavior.  Pets (and peo-
ple) need to learn to earn extra goodies.

4)  Remembrance
Weight loss isn’t a single battle; it’s a lifelong war. 
Follow-up care with your vet is essential for sus-
tained success.  I recommend tracking your pet’s 
weight every one to three months.  The goal is to 
change your lifestyle so that an active, healthy life-
style becomes normal.

We also need to remember that most pet owners 
aren’t aware their pet is too heavy; they believe their 
pet is just “big.”  It’s our duty to speak for our pets 
that cannot speak for themselves.  I believe if my 
patients could speak, they’d ask for better, more 
nutritious and wholesome foods.  I also think they’d 
ask for more walks and play time – LOTS more.  We 
must remember our responsibilities as pet owners: 
to help our dogs and cats live the best life possible. 
All it takes is a little time and effort to change your 
pet from fat to fit in four easy steps.

Reprinted with permission.  Dr. Ernie Ward is associated with the 
Association for Pet Obesity Prevention (APOP).  APOP is not associated 

with the PWDCA, nor does the PWDCA provide medical advice.  Article is 
for informational purposes only.  Further information should be sought 

from a  licensed veterinarian.  petobesityprevention.org
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PWDCA Rescue

Recently we (rescue) received a call that there was 
a dog in Wisconsin with a family that wanted to 
surrender him.  They had attempted to contact their 
breeder to no avail.  The breeder is not a PWDCA 
member.  If he was not picked up by the end of 
the weekend, they were going to drop him at the 
nearest animal shelter.  Our representative, Cindy 
Petrey, was right on top of it and drove up to meet 
the owner and pick up the dog, Fynn.  Fynn was 
surrendered with nothing more than his collar and 
some paperwork from where he came from.

This family has two autistic children and the hus-
band's job was taking him overseas.  The wife felt 
she was not equipped to handle both her children 
and the dog.  We are appreciative that this family 
reached out and contacted Rescue. 

After evaluation, our rescue representative con-
tacted one of the families that was on our list of 
applicants.  We were able to find a good match.  
Fynn was introduced to his new family and is now 
living in the Midwest with Christine and her family. 
She was excited to send us a report of his progress 
and some photos!

From Christine:
Fynn is a loving, 9-month-old male PWD.  He loves inter-
acting with our PWD, Bella.  They enjoy playing tug, keep 
away, running and wrestling together.  

When Fynn first arrived, he was weak and malnour-
ished.  He would fall over from a sitting position and 
would fall when ascending or descending stairs.  In 
two weeks’ time, he has gained at least a half-pound of 
weight and he already seemed so much stronger.  He is 
now taking risks and jumping and playing with Bella in 
ways he was not doing initially.  He loves long walks and 
does well on leash in the neighborhood and on park 
paths.  

Fynn seems healthy.  His first vet visit went well.  He 
went to the groomer recently and did very well there.  
The groomers had glowing reports on his behavior.

We decided to add Fynn to our family as a companion 
for our PWD, Bella, and for our children who are 9, 13 
and 16 years old.  The kids do a nice job helping with 
the dogs and it builds responsibility in them.

Fynn is endearing.  We already can’t imagine our family 
without him!  Bella, our PWD, loves him too.  It’s a great 
match!  Thank you!

Fynn
A Rescue Story
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2019 Board of Directors - PWDCA Rescue Inc.
President:  Barb Crowther     Director:  Chris Dostie  

Vice President:  Rachel Eken     Director:  Mike McCallum

Treasurer:  Sue Nelson     Director:  Marlene Nicewander 

Secretary:  Jennifer Wenk

National Rescue Coordinator East:  Amanda Ellery  

National Rescue Coordinator West:  Diana Bailey

Immediate Past President President:  Bonnie Bryan

xXXXXxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Fynn and  Bella

Bella was not obtained through the rescue program.
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PWDS 
ENJOY  LIFE!
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“Good morning! This is Baron, the therapy dog and I 
am Vanessa, his handler.  Would you like a visit?”

Over the course of four years, at MUSC Children’s 
Hospital in Charleston, South Carolina, I probably 
made this introduction hundreds of times.  This arti-
cle is to pay tribute to the dog that did all the work.  
I just drove the car and held the leash.  During this 
time, Baron taught me more about the canine-hu-
man bond than any course or book I have ever read.  
This is his story.

He was born at my 
home on March 27, 
2009.  As soon as I 
caught him and wiped 
him off, I said, “This 
is Jason’s dog.”  My 
son had requested an 
all black male to be 
the big brother to his wife, Hunter’s Malti-poo, Nola.  
He named him Baron because Jason is a real estate 
developer. 

When he was about two years old, we attended 
therapy dog classes because of his great tempera-
ment. Passing all of the tests, we then went for more 
training at MUSC.  At the security office, he hopped 
up onto the chair for his photo ID and badge.  Once 
we started our visits, my education began about the 
magic of Baron’s abilities.  As he would walk onto 
the various floors, the doctors and nurses would 
announce, “BARON!!” and they'd come in to give their 
rubs and have stress relief.  

Baron took everything in stride.  Beeping monitors, 
extension cords, equipment, moving beds, strange 
odors, crying children, stressed out family members, 
bake sale tables, security alarms, crowded hallways, 
other therapy dogs, costumes for our Halloween 
parade, nothing phased his calm demeanor.  

We were requested to come to Cardiac Intensive 
Care Unit one day to help with a little girl whose 
heart had failed and she was on an external heart 

machine.  She was 
on the trans-
plant list and had 
waited for nine 
months for a 
heart.  The nurses 
were having trou-
ble getting her to 
get out of bed and 

walk.  Baron carefully navigated the cramped space 
between her bed and the monitors, and put his head 
up to her.  She smiled and off we went down the hall.  
Her dad pushing the heart machine as she walked 
Baron (of course I was holding the leash as well). 

One day we knocked on the door of a young girl 
coming out of a diabetic coma.  She was not verbally 
responding.  As soon as her mother asked her if she 
wanted to meet Baron the therapy dog, she said, 
“Yes!”, so the speech pathologist had her mother ask 
me questions about Baron, then they had her repeat 
my answers as she was petting him.  Good work, 
Buddy. 

One time a mother blogged about her 
daughter’s hospital stay.  She put a photo 

of Baron and her little girl on her page and 
said that this was the first smile from her 

daughter in 11 days.  Priceless.  

“Baron” 
A tribute to a therapy dog.

Sea Ward’s Reel Estate Baron, THD
3/27/2009 - 1/18/2019

by Vanessa Ward
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A young boy 
had been bitten 
by a Canebrake 
Rattlesnake on 
Thanksgiving 
Day.  He barely 
survived with 
huge amounts 
of anti-venom.  
It left him par-
tially paralyzed, 
especially the 
muscles of his 
face.  His nurse 
saw me in the 
hallway and re-
quested I bring 
Baron in to see 
if they could 

get him to respond.  As soon as she asked him if he 
wanted to pet a therapy dog, he began to pat the 
bed beside him.  His mother held his eyelids open 
for him so he could see his new friend.  Even with 
the spastic muscle response from this patient, Baron 
held still.  He was amazing. 

The oncology floor was especially stressful for Baron 
and for me.  I believe he could sense how many of 
these children were critically ill.  He was so gentle, 
and would lie down automatically as the little ones 
came out of their rooms, wearing face masks and 
pushing their IV poles.  Keep in mind, that there were 
no treats allowed.  I never gave him treats while he 
was working.  I would wait until he got in the car 
after our visit.  His heart was in his work and he 
knew what to do.  I always put Baron first and when 
he was ready to finish for the day, we would end our 
visit.

We had to say goodbye to Baron through many 
tears.  My grandchildren, Kate and Harrison, lost 
the best friend they will ever have.  He was their TV 
pillow, their playmate, and he even played dress up 
with Kate.  Harrison would throw his ball for him at 
the beach and in their back yard.  The same disease 
that he smelled on the oncology floor cut this amaz-
ing boy’s life way too short.  I will miss my partner.  
He didn’t live with me, but he loved me so.  He didn’t 
have show, agility or obedience titles but he was the 
best working dog I have ever had the privilege to 
know. 

Well done, Baron. 

I am the PWDCA!

I am the PWDCA! Why, you ask? By clicking that 
one link that read “Join The PWDCA”, a whole 
new world opened for me.  In 2004, I brought 
home the most precious, precocious, beautiful, 
crazy PWD puppy and a year later, another.  My 
goal was to have wonderful family pets and we 
certainly did!  We all fell head over heels for the 
breed, a perfect fit for our busy, water loving, 
family of six.  Smart, quirky, fun, tireless bundles 
of mischief and love. The more we did with them, 
the more they wanted to do.  Murphy and Grady 
were always up for anything.  I quickly learned 
that an idle PWD was trouble!  Looking into their 
inquisitive brown eyes, I knew they needed more 
and so did I.  I wanted to learn more and do 
more!  

That is when I found the PWDCA. WOW!  A 
wealth of information! And WATER WORK!  How 
did I not know about PWD water work?  Thus 
began a journey of learning to groom my own 
dogs, more in-depth training, understanding 
the health concerns in our breed, finding my 
regional breed club, meeting like-minded people 
and forming lifelong friendships.  I even stepped 
out of my doggy comfort zone and into the 
performance ring.  Today, my husband and I are 
lovingly owned by Harvey and Tessa.  They are 
our constant companions at home, when travel-
ing, and are our teammates in numerous canine 
sports.  We’ve certainly come a long way since we 
met our first PWD.  And to think, it all started by 
clicking that one link that read “Join The PWDCA”.

Amanda Ellery
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addison's disease

All for 
the love of
a dog!

The mission of 
 Canine Addison’s 

Resources & Education 
(CARE)  is to provide 

resources and educa-
tion to improve the lives 

of dogs with Addison’s       
disease and empower 
owners to advocate on 

their behalf.

There are times in our lives when 
we experience things we feel are 
the worst that could ever happen. 
But, sometimes, those moments turn 
out to change our lives in ways we could 
never imagine.  It was like that for me when 
our PWD, Mac, was diagnosed with Addison’s 
disease in 2010.  It was shortly after his second 
birthday.  I’ll never forget the flood of emotions that 
we had during that time in our lives.  We were so 
scared because we could have lost Mac to a disease 
we didn’t know very much about.  We were over-
whelmed with learning new words like aldosterone, 
mineralcorticoid, and so many others.

We were worried what Mac’s life would be like.  
Could he live a full, normal life?  I was angry because 
I had been telling our veterinarian for over a year 
that there was something off with Mac, but she 
didn’t believe me. It was small, subtle things that we 
had noticed.  There wasn’t one big thing we could 
point to and say, “See!  That’s what we’re talking 
about.”  But then came the day when he crashed.  
This was just three days after his veterinarian had 
sent me home telling me to stop worrying about 
him, “he’s fine." 

Here is our story:

We were on our way outside on a beautiful 
September afternoon when Mac walked about 10 
feet out the back door and suddenly laid down.  
Surprised by his behavior, we called his name.  As    

always, he wanted to please us, 
so he tried to get up but struggled 

to do so.  Knowing something was 
very wrong, we rushed him to the 

nearest emergency hospital.  Within 
a short time, the emergency veterinarian 

told us she believed Mac had Addison’s disease 
and that if we waited much longer to bring him in, he 
could have died.  What she told us next, gave us en-
couragement.  She told us that if a dog must have a 
disease, Addison’s disease was one the best diseases 
because, when caught early, it is manageable and 
dogs can live normal lives with it if they are properly 
maintained on medication. 
Wow. Whew! Wait, What??  He’ll need medication 
every day for the rest of his life, but he will be okay? 
Are you sure?  Yes, she was sure.  But he was very 
sick and needed to stay in the hospital for a few 
days.  That moment in time was over eight years 
ago and I still remember it like it was yesterday.  The 
emotions come right back to me, and I feel sad and 
scared and relieved, all at the same time. 

It’s the best disease a dog could have.  Really?  How 
could that be?  In time, I would find out the answers 
to my questions, but at that point, I was scared.  It 
was such an emotional time.  Mac was going to live 
and that’s what mattered most.  I knew I could figure 
out all I needed to learn and do to keep him well.  

As PWD people do, we made sure Mac got the best 
care possible. After nine months of treatment with 
his new vet and a specialist, Mac still wasn’t himself.  

Lori Basher and Mac
by Lori Basher
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What’s a PWD parent to do?  Find the best animal 
endocrinologist in the country and take him there, 
right?  So, we did. For the next year, we spent $300 
a month following what this world-renowned spe-
cialist told us to do…and still, Mac was not right. 
He seemed “okay,” but lacked energy and stamina. 
When he ran with his PWD brother and another dog 
friend in the backyard, he always trailed behind.  
This was not the Mac we knew as a puppy.  Was this 
the best we could expect for a dog with Addison’s 
disease?  I sure hoped it wasn’t.  I needed to find out 
for myself.  

Back in the day, Yahoo groups were the place to go.  
So I joined a group about canine Addison’s disease 
and started asking questions.  That is when every-
thing changed for Mac.  That's when I found these 
seemingly crazy people on the Internet who spent all 
day and night answering questions about Addison's 
and who seemed to think they knew more about 
how to treat the disease than the super well-edu-
cated veterinarians and specialists who had Mac 
feeling so poorly for the past twenty months.  With 
some apprehension, a lot of skepticism, and a little 
hope for a better life for Mac, I started following 
their suggestions...and Mac started to feel better and 
better and then better than I had ever known him to 
feel.  What in the world?  How was this possible? 

I was amazed. Our costs were reduced from $300 a 
month to $45 a month, which allowed us to adopt 
another dog with Addison’s disease who needed a 
home.  I was finding out that as well-intentioned as 

they were, the veterinarians and specialists didn’t 
live with Addison’s day in and day out like the rest 
of us do.  They couldn’t spend all their spare time 
researching a disease they rarely encounter.  But I 
could – and I did!  I learned so much and immedi-
ately jumped in to help answer questions for others 
in the Yahoo group. I found that explaining what I 
was learning to others helped reinforce the concepts 
for me.  I also enjoyed giving back the support that 
was so freely given to me.  I remembered what it felt 
like to be scared and more than a bit overwhelmed 
with all the new information.  

Then one day, a breeder contacted me to say she 
heard about a PWD who died of Addison’s because 
he wasn’t diagnosed and treated in time.  This hit 
much too close to home.  It was awful to hear the 
story.  I cried for the dog and his family.  I cried 
because that could have been Mac if I listened to his 
original veterinarian.  It pained me that a dog died 
needlessly from a disease that should typically never 
kill any dog.  That dog’s death sent me on a mission 
to make sure no other dog ever died from not being 
diagnosed and treated for Addison’s disease quickly 
enough. In time, things fell into place and I engaged 
with friends to establish an all-volunteer non-profit 
whose mission is to provide resources and education 
to improve the lives of dogs with Addison’s disease 
and empower owners to advocate on their behalf.  
As happens when things are meant to be, the name 
just fell into my head:  Canine Addison’s Resources 
& Education (CARE)…and so it began.  We started in 

CARE Member - "Enzo" - Working Water Dog

CARE Member "Question"
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October of 2013.  We created a website with a great 
deal of information and a Facebook group that now 
has over 3,000 of the most amazing members, with 
more joining every day.  It is one of the rare groups 
on Facebook that is loving and kind rather than 
harsh and judgmental.  I feel blessed to report that 
we’ve helped and saved quite a few dogs and edu-
cated their families so they can successfully live with 
the disease.

The CARE Board of Directors and behind the scenes 
volunteer group has members from the US, Canada, 
UK, Germany, the Netherlands, Italy, Australia, and 
New Zealand.  We’ve distributed over 14,000 bro-
chures to date and are translating the brochure into 
many languages.  If breeders would like brochures at 
no cost for their puppy packets, please email info@
canineaddisons.org.  We also teach “CARE Classes” 
and hold social events through web conferencing 
software.  We collect data through survey research.  
We created an annual Canine Addison’s Awareness 
Week, where we work diligently to spread the word 
so that no other dogs suffer or die while waiting for 
a diagnosis.  We’re constantly thinking of new ways 
to serve the Addison’s community – and we have a 
lot of fun while doing it! 

All for the love of a dog, the event I thought was 
the worst thing that could happen back in 2010 has 
brought me thousands of friends throughout the 
world and a mission that changed my life in ways 
I never could have imagined.  Of course, when we 
allow ourselves to love dogs as deeply as we do, the 
inevitable time will come.  It’s the time when our 
hearts are completely shattered and we have to say 
goodbye to our beloved dogs. That day came for us 
in July of 2018 when hemangiosarcoma (cancer) took 
our beautiful, sweet boy.  

I will always be grateful to his breeder, Kathy 
Maguire, and to Mac for all he taught me and for 
the gifts he continues to give me and others.  CARE 
is Mac’s legacy and without him, CARE would not 
exist.  Because of Mac, thousands of other dogs and 
their families have a loving, knowledgeable commu-
nity to hold them and help them in the very scary 
first days of diagnosis, and to teach them all they 
need to know to provide the best care possible for 
their dogs.  Maybe one day they will become one of 
those seemingly crazy people on the Internet who 
spend all day and night answering questions about 
Addison's, so their dogs can feel better and better….  
and then better than they have ever known them to 
feel. 

CARE is not associated with the PWDCA, nor does the PWDCA provide 
medical advice.  Article is for informational purposes only.  Further infor-

mation should be sought from a licensed veterinarian.

"Mac" as a puppy

What is Addison's Disease?
Addison’s disease is a dysfunction of the adrenal 
glands, "aka" hypoadrenocorticism or adrenal insuffi-
ciency.  The disease is treatable and if caught early it 
is possible for affected patients to live normal, active 
lives.

What action is being taken by the PWDCA?
An Endocrine committee was formed to field ques-
tions, gather, store and report information regarding 
Addison’s.

Why is the PWDCA addressing this?

Portuguese Water Dogs, along with approximately a 
dozen other breeds, are predisposed to Addison’s.  
The median age of dogs diagnosed with Addison’s is 
4 – 6 years, but has been reported in puppies and in 
dogs as old as 12 years of age.

PWDCA Contacts:
The PWDCA Endocrine Committee continues to field 
questions by telephone and email several times a 
week.

Chair: Sherry Rady (srady@wctc.net)
Committee Members:  Jane Harding

CARE Information:
www.canineaddisons.org
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Addison's Disease

What are the symptoms?
The symptoms of Addison’s disease are sometimes 
vague, look like many other diseases, and may 
include any of those listed below.  You may not see 
all of these symptoms.  You might get the sense that 
something is not right with your dog but you can’t 
quite put your finger on it.  Symptoms may wax and 
wane over a period of months or years.  Addison’s 
is known as “The Great Pretender,” mimicking other 
diseases.  This can delay the diagnosis or cause a 
misdiagnoses.  If not diagnosed and treated in time, 
Addison’s disease can be fatal.

• Poor Eater - Anorexia 

• Vomiting

• Lethargy and Depression

• Weakness 

• Weight Loss 

• Diarrhea 

• Shaking and Shivering 

• Excessive water drinking/Excessive urination 

• Waxing and Waning Course of Illness

• Sensitive Abdomen 

This information is based on the published work of Dr. James 
C. Prueter, DVM where he tallied abnormalities found when 
taking medical histories of Addisonian dogs (Not necessarily 
Portuguese Water Dogs).  Any of these persistent symptoms 
observed in Portuguese Water Dogs should be checked by a 

veterinarian.

What should I do if I suspect Addison's?
Take your dog to the vet and ask about testing for 
Addison’s.  A baseline cortisol test can usually rule 
out Addison’s, but an ACTH test is needed to prop-
erly diagnose Addison’s. A dog can be “Atypical” 
or “Typical” and this will determine the course of 
treatment. 

A dog who is deficient in cortisol only, needs a daily 
glucocorticoid replacement, such as Prednisone.  
This kind of Addison’s is often referred to as “Atypical 
Addison’s.”  Some dogs will remain Atypical for life. 
Others may transition to “Typical Addison’s.”

The blood profile of a dog who is deficient in both 
cortisol and aldosterone will show reduced sodium 
and increased potassium. This kind of Addison’s is 
referred to as Typical Addison’s.

What will the ACTH test tell me?
The ACTH test involves measuring the level of cor-
tisol in a dog's blood before and after an injection 
of synthetic ACTH.  If the adrenal glands are func-
tioning, cortisol levels will rise in response to the 
ACTH stimulation.  If they are damaged, then their 
response to ACTH will be minimal.  When Addison's 
disease is confirmed by an ACTH test, the dog has 
usually lost at least 70% of his adrenal gland function 
and needs medication immediately.

Please remember that if your dog has Typical 
Addison’s, high potassium can be fatal, so it’s 
important to act quickly.  Also, joining a support 
group like CARE can help you get educated rapidly 
and can help resolve any fears you might have.

There is not a genetic DNA test for 
Addison's disease.  

All "lines" of Portuguese Water Dogs 
have a predisposition to the disease. 
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I am the PWDCA!

I had been involved in Newfoundlands for many 
years and decided to look into a smaller, less 
shedding, active, working breed.  It was 2003 and 
I was attending the dog show in Cleveland, Ohio.  
At a friend's set up I was introduced to a PWD 
named Slipper.  Over the next few days I asked 
several questions about the breed and Slipper 
spent quite a bit of time showing me how intelli-
gent, inquisitive, athletic and driven she could be.  
I fell in love!

Upon further research I realized one of my 
Newfoundland mentors had PWDs as well.  I 
needed to get on her puppy list, and that I did.  
After a two year wait, we welcomed our first 
PWD, Sony, in 2005 and have not looked back 
since.  Sony was very intelligent, goofy, eager to 
please and a pleasure to train.  I was encouraged 
by my breeders to get involved in the PWDCA 
and my local club, GLPWDC.  And so my journey 
began.

Amy Lane

My family wanted to be involved with the breed, 
the club, and eventually junior showmanship.   
As we launched into the PWD world we met so 
many PWD friends.  Many of these wonderful 
people are still friends of ours today.  What 
began as a family having fun with their new pup 
turned into dog shows, training classes, dabbling 
in a bit of everything including being elected to 
the GLPWDC Board and attending the PWDCA 
National Specialty year after year all across the 
country.  Our one PWD soon became two, then 
three, and so on.  

As our love for the breed grew, so did the de-
sire to participate in juniors for our youngest 
children, Clare and McKenna.  The girls hit the 
show ring as often as they could.  They joined the 
Owner Handler PWDCA group when it formed 
and have enjoyed working hard to earn points in 
the program.  They work hard not only training 
their dogs, but also in the PWDCA.  We are still all 
in 14 years later.  It is a bit of a family affair. 

To us the PWDCA means community, friend-
ship, camaraderie, support, and hard work.  This 
breed has introduced us to a community of 
owners and other breeders across the world.  
The PWDCA has brought a feeling of friendship 
and support to Clare and McKenna, with so many 
people cheering them on as they show their dogs 
and learn the breed from the ground up.  Most 
of all the PWDCA proves hard work pays off.  So 
many individuals, with the best interest of the 
breed, work together day in and day out through 
the hundreds of volunteers that keep our breed 
moving forward. 

I am blessed to belong to such an organization.   
My family and I are so thankful to have found 
this breed and been a part of the PWDCA for the 
past 14 years.  We will continue to be committed 
for many years to come.  I am the PWDCA!

Portuguese Water Dog Club of America
Learn more about what the PWDCA has to offer!  From water trials, Owner Handler Awards, 
a week long National Specialty, a recently nominated magazine, and supporting health ini-

tiatives for our breed, the PWDCA offers so much!  Be a part of the PWDCA community!  
www.pwdca.org
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The Breed Standard
The Board of Directors of The American Kennel Club has approved the following Breed Standard 
for the Portuguese Water Dog as submitted by the Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, Inc.:

General Appearance
Known for centuries along Portugal's coast, this seafaring breed was prized by fishermen for a spirit-

ed, yet obedient nature, and a robust, medium build that allowed for a full day's work in and out of the 
water.  The Portuguese Water Dog is a swimmer and diver of exceptional ability and stamina, who aided 

his master at sea by retrieving broken nets, herding schools of fish, and carrying messages between 
boats and to shore.  He is a loyal companion and alert guard.  This highly intelligent utilitarian breed is 
distinguished by two coat types, either curly or wavy; an impressive head of considerable breadth and 

well proportioned mass; a ruggedly built, well-knit body; and a powerful, thickly based tail, carried gal-
lantly or used purposefully as a rudder.  The Portuguese Water Dog provides an indelible impression of 

strength, spirit, and soundness.

Size - Height at the withers - Males, 20 to 23 inches.  The ideal is 22 inches. Females, 17 to 21 inches. The 
ideal is 19 inches. Weight - For males, 42 to 60 pounds; for females, 35 to 50 pounds.  Proportion - Off 
square; slightly longer than tall when measured from prosternum to rearmost point of the buttocks, 

and from withers to ground.  Substance - Strong, substantial bone; well developed, neither refined nor 
coarse, and a solidly built, muscular body.

Head 
 An essential characteristic; distinctively large, well proportioned and with exceptional breadth of top-
skull.  Expression - Steady, penetrating, and attentive.  Eyes - Medium in size; set well apart, and a bit 

obliquely.  Roundish and neither prominent nor sunken.  Black or various tones of brown in color. Darker 
eyes are preferred.  Eye rims fully pigmented with black edges in black, black and white, or white dogs; 
brown edges in brown dogs.  Haws are dark and not apparent.  Ears - Set well above the line of the eye. 

Leather is heart shaped and thin.  Except for a small opening at the back, ears are held nicely against the 
head.  Tips should not reach below the lower jaw.
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Skull - In profile, it is slightly longer than the muzzle, its curvature more accentuated at the back than 
in the front.  When viewed head-on, the top of the skull is very broad and appears domed, with a slight 

depression in the middle.  The forehead is prominent, and has a central furrow, extending two-thirds of 
the distance from stop to occiput.  The occiput is well defined.  Stop - Well defined.  Muzzle - Substantial; 

wider at the base than at the nose.  Jaws - Strong and neither over nor undershot.  Nose - Broad, well 
flared nostrils.  Fully pigmented; black in dogs with black, black and white, or white coats; various tones 

of brown in dogs with brown coats.  Lips - Thick, especially in front; no flew.  Lips and mucous mem-
branes of the roof of the mouth, under tongue, and gums are quite black, or well ticked with black in 

dogs with black, black and white, or white coats; various tones of brown in dogs with brown coats.  Bite - 
Scissors or level.  Teeth - Not visible when the mouth is closed.  Canines strongly developed.

Neck, Topline, Body
Neck - Straight, short, round, and held high.  Strongly muscled.  No dewlap.

Topline - Level and firm.

Body - Chest is broad and deep, reaching down to the elbow.  Ribs are long and well-sprung to provide opti-
mum lung capacity.  Abdomen well held up in a graceful line.

Back is broad and well muscled.  Loin is short and meets the croup smoothly.  Croup is well formed and 
only slightly inclined with hip bones hardly apparent.

Tail - Not docked; thick at the base and tapering; set on slightly below the line of the back; should not reach 
below the hock.  When the dog is attentive the tail is held in a ring, the front of which should not reach for-

ward of the loin.  The tail is of great help when swimming and diving.

Forequarters 
Shoulders are well inclined and very strongly muscled.  Upper arms are strong.  Forelegs are strong 

and straight with long, well muscled forearms.  Carpus is heavy-boned, wider in front than at the side. 
Pasterns are long and strong.  Dewclaws may be removed.  Feet are round and rather flat.  Toes neither 
knuckled up nor too long.  Webbing between the toes is of soft skin, well covered with hair, and reaches 

the toe tips. Central pad is very thick, others normal.  Nails held up slightly off the ground. Black, brown, 
white, and striped nails are allowed.

Hindquarters 
 Powerful; well balanced with the front assembly.  Legs, viewed from the rear, are parallel to each other, 

straight and very strongly muscled in upper and lower thighs.  Buttocks are well developed.  Tendons 
and hocks are strong. Metatarsus long, no dewclaws.  Feet similar in all respects to forefeet.

Coat
A profuse, thickly planted coat of strong, healthy hair, covering the whole body evenly, except where the 
forearm meets the brisket and in the groin area, where it is thinner.  No undercoat, mane or ruff.  There 

are two varieties of coat:

Curly - Compact, cylindrical curls, somewhat lusterless. The hair on the ears is sometimes wavy.

Wavy - Falling gently in waves, not curls, and with a slight sheen.

No preference will be given to coat type, either curly or wavy.

Clip 
 Two clips are acceptable:

Lion Clip - As soon as the coat grows long, the middle part and hindquarters, as well as the muzzle, are 
clipped. The hair at the end of the tail is left at full length.

Retriever Clip - In order to give a natural appearance and a smooth unbroken line, the entire coat is scis-
sored or clipped to follow the outline of the dog, leaving a short blanket of coat no longer than one inch in 

length.  The hair at the end of the tail is left at full length.

No discrimination will be made against the correct presentation of a dog in either 
Lion Clip or Retriever Clip.
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Color 
 Black, white, and various tones of brown; also combinations of black or brown with white.  A white coat 
does not imply albinism provided nose, mouth, and eyelids are black.  In animals with black, white, or 

black and white coats, the skin is decidedly bluish.

Gait
Short, lively steps when walking.  The trot is a forward striding, well balanced movement.

Temperament
An animal of spirited disposition, self-willed, brave, and very resistant to fatigue.  A dog of exceptional 

intelligence and a loyal companion, it obeys its master with facility and apparent pleasure.  It is obedient 
with those who look after it or with those for whom it works.

Summary Statement
The Portuguese Water Dog is spirited yet obedient, robust, and of unexaggerated, functional conforma-

tion; sure, substantially boned and muscled, and able to do a full day's work in and out of the water.

Faults
Any deviation from the described ideal is a fault.  However, those inherent characteristics 

that are imperative for the maintenance of proper type, and therefore cannot be overlooked,                                              
are listed as Major Faults.

Major Faults 
1. Temperament - Shy, vicious, or unsound behavior. 

2. Head - Unimpressive; small in overall size; narrow in topskull; snipey in muzzle. 
3. Substance - Light or refined in bone; lacking in muscle. 

4. Coat - Sparse; naturally short, close-lying hair, partially or over all; wispy or wiry in texture; brittle; 
double-coated. 

5. Tail - Other than as described.  Extremely low set.  Heavy or droopy in action. 
6. Pigment - Any deviation from described pigmentation; other than black or various tones of brown eye 

color; pink or partial pigmentation in nose, lips, eyes, or eye rims. 
7. Bite - Overshot or undershot.

Approved January 15, 1991 
Effective February 27, 1991

Color 
 Black, white, and various tones of brown; also combinations of black or brown with white. A white coat 
does not imply albinism provided nose, mouth, and eyelids are black. In animals with black, white, or 

black and white coats, the skin is decidedly bluish.

Gait
Short, lively steps when walking. The trot is a forward striding, well balanced movement.

Temperament
An animal of spirited disposition, self-willed, brave, and very resistant to fatigue. A dog of exceptional 

intelligence and a loyal companion, it obeys its master with facility and apparent pleasure. It is obedient 
with those who look after it or with those for whom it works.

Summary Statement
The Portuguese Water Dog is spirited yet obedient, robust, and of unexaggerated, functional conforma-

tion; sure, substantially boned and muscled, and able to do a full day's work in and out of the water.

Faults
Any deviation from the described ideal is a fault. However, those inherent characteristics that are 

imperative for the maintenance of proper type, and therefore cannot be overlooked, are listed as Major 
Faults.

Major Faults 
1. Temperament--Shy, vicious, or unsound behavior. 

2. Head--Unimpressive; small in overall size; narrow in topskull; snipey in muzzle. 

4. Coat--Sparse; naturally short, close-lying hair, partially or over all; wispy or wiry in texture; brittle; 
double-coated. 

5. Tail--Other than as described. Extremely low set. Heavy or droopy in action. 
6. Pigment--Any deviation from described pigmentation; other than black or various tones of brown eye 

color; pink or partial pigmentation in nose, lips, eyes, or eye rims. 
7. Bite--Overshot or undershot.

Approved January 15, 1991 
Effective February 27, 1991
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NORTH SHORE’S 
PORTUGUESE WATER DOGS
Revel

 CH NORTH SHORE’S REVELATION CD, WWD, RN, OAJ, OA, CGC
• 2018 Nat’l Specialty 4th place Working Bitch class
• 2018 Nat’l Specialty 3rd place earning her CD Obedience Title
• 2018 Nat’l Specialty 1st place earning her Open JWW Agility Title

NORTH SHORE’S BACK FOR MORE AWD, CD, TKN, RN, CGC
• 2018 Nat’l Specialty Earned her AWD Title
• 2018 Nat’l Specialty Earned her CD Obedience Title
• 2018 Group 3 Owner Handler Seriers

Owned, Handled and Loved by Cindy Petrey 
ctpetrey5@gmail.com
Deerfield, Illinois

DESIGN BY Katie Gochev GRAPHICS 

         
~Dr .  Seuss

Ricochet

If you never did you should
these things are fun
and funis good
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Editorial Calendar
Summer 2019 
Focus:  Water, Performance, Top Twenty, 
PWDCA Program Awards, 2018 Annual - A Year 
in Review, 2018 New Titles

Deadline:  April 15th, 2019

Fall 2019 
Focus: Stud Dog Directory, Breeding, OBAA, 
Health 

Deadline:  June 15, 2019

Winter 2019 
Focus: 2019 National Specialty

Deadline:  October 15, 2019

Editorial Submissions
Submit letters, ads and stories to the Editor (Courier 
Team).The Editor is not responsible for errors in difficult 
to read copy. Submission implies right to publish all or in 
part. No unsigned material will be published. Fraudulent/
misleading material will not be accepted. 

The publication of material is the opinion of the author 
and does not necessarily imply the opinion of the Editor 
or the PWDCA, Inc. Neither the Editor nor the PWDCA, 
Inc. assumes liability for information contained herein or 
typographical errors.

Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material and to 
verify any and all data. Reproduction of photos and edito-
rial content is forbidden without permission of the Editor.

Cover selection is made by the Editor.

EDITORIAL INFORMATION

Registration is now open for the 2019/2020 calendar year beginning July 1, 2019!

The Owner Handler Awards (OHA) and Junior Showmanship Owner Handler Awards (JSOHA) programs 
are to encourage PWDCA members to:

• Actively participate in competitive events and activities by handling dogs owned or co-owned by 
them

• Develop positive working relationships and camaraderie with their fellow club members and 
competitors

• Continually expand their understanding of the PWD breed standard through “hands on” activities 
and experiences

Registered owner handler (non-professional) participants will earn program points for placements 
earned in conformation, agility, obedience, rally, therapy, CGC, water, and tracking events.

Questions?  Contact the Owner Handler Awards program coordinators (ownerhandler@pwdca.org).

ADVERTISING GUIDELINES
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Colorado PWDC
www.copwdc.org
Serving:  Colorado

DelMarVa PWD Club
www.delmarvapwd.org
Serving:  Delaware, Maryland and Virginia

Great Lakes PWD Club
www.greatlakespwdclub.org
Serving:  Michigan and Ohio

Keystone PWD Club
www.kpwdc.org
Serving:  Pennsylvania

Lone Star PWDC
www.lonestarpwdc.com
Serving:  Texas

Mayflower PWDC
www.mayflowerpwd.org
Serving:  Massachusetts

Movers and Shakers PWDC of the Carolinas
www.moversandshakers.org
Serving:  North Carolina and South Carolina

Nutmeg PWDC
www.nutmegpwd.org
Serving:  Connecticut, New Jersey and New York

Overboard PWDC
www.overboardpwdclub.com
Serving:  Indiana

Pacific Northwest PWDC
www.pnwpwdc.org
Serving:  Alaska, Montana, Oregon and Washington

PWDC of Greater Chicagoland
www.pwdchicagoclub.org
Serving:  Illinois

PWDC of Northern California
www.pwdcnc.org
Serving:  California

PWDC of the Twin Cities
www.pwdctc.org
Serving:  Minnesota

PWDs NorthEast
www.pwdsne.com
Serving:  Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island

Red River PWDC
www.rrpwdc.com
Serving:  Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma

Rio Salgado PWDC
www.rspwdc.org
Serving:  Arizona

Southern California PWDC
www.scpwdc.org
Serving:  California

United Sunshine States PWDC
www.usspwdc.org
Serving:  Florida, Georgia and Alabama

Pwdca
2019 regional Clubs

For officer listings and their contact information visit:
www.pwdca.org/regional-clubs 
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Recommended health screenings: These screenings are important to the health and longevity of our breed.  When the recommended screenings and subsequent breedings are done per the PWDCA

recommendations, puppies produced from those litters will not be affected by GM-1, JDCM, prcd-PRA and EORPA.  Health screenings for hip dysplasia and eye issues can decrease the likelihood of these occurring in subsequent
generations. 
 
 Hip Dysplasia Canine Eye Certification Registry

(CAER) (formerly CERF)
Progressive Retinal

Atrophy
(prcd-PRA)

Early Onset Progressive
Retinal Atrophy (EORPA)

Juvenile Dilated Cardiomyopathy
(JDCM)

GM-1 Storage Disease
(Gangliosidosis)

Sire and/or
Dam
Required
Testing

Both Sire and Dam Both Sire and Dam Both Sire and Dam Either Sire or Dam Either Sire or Dam Either Sire or Dam

Testing
Frequency

Radiographs
required once  24
months or greater

 

Current within 12 months.  Testing
current prior to breeding up to 120

months
 

Once at any age prior to
breeding

or
Cleared By Parentage
(CBP) via DNA Analysis

*see below

Once at any age prior to
breeding

or
Cleared By Parentage
(CBP) via DNA Analysis

*see below

Once at any age prior to breeding
or

Cleared By Parentage (CBP) via DNA
Analysis

*see below

Once at any age prior to
breeding

or
Cleared By Parentage
(CBP) via DNA Analysis

*see below
Results
Required
for
Breeding

Both Sire and Dam
have PASSING score

of
· Excellent

· Good
· Fair

Both Sire and Dam have PASSING
rating (up to the age of 120

months)
*Frozen Semen litters see below

One parent must be
“NORMAL”

(non-carrier)
or

Cleared by Parentage
(CBP) via DNA (see

below)

One parent must be
“NORMAL”

(non-carrier)
or

Cleared by Parentage
(CBP) via DNA (see

below)

One parent must be “NORMAL” (non-
carrier)

or
Cleared by Parentage (CBP) via DNA

(see below)

One parent must be
“NORMAL”

(non-carrier)
or

Cleared by Parentage
(CBP) via DNA (see

below)
Testing
Facilities

Radiographs
performed by
Veterinarian

Board Certified Ophthalmologist Optigen Optigen PennGen Optigen

Testing
Website

https://www.ofa.org https://www.ofa.org/diseases/eye-
certification

http://www.optigen.com http://www.optigen.com https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/academic-
departments/clinical-sciences-advanced-
medicine/research-labs-
centers/penngen/penngen-tests

http://www.optigen.com

Testing
Instructions

Radiographs
submitted to OFA
for review and
grading

Follow instructions on the backside
of the CAER exam results form. 
Submit to OFA.

Samples may be
submitted to Optigen via
cheek swab (acquired via
Optigen) or blood
sample taken by a
veterinarian and then
shipped.
 

Visit “Order Test”
portion of website for
complete instructions.

Samples may be
submitted to Optigen via
cheek swab (acquired via
Optigen) or blood
sample taken by a
veterinarian and then
shipped.
 

Visit “Order Test”
portion of website for
complete instructions.

Search by Breed and Test
 
Samples may be submitted to
PennGen via cheek swab (acquired via
PennGen) or blood sample taken by a
veterinarian and then shipped.
 
 

Samples may be
submitted to Optigen via
cheek swab (acquired via
Optigen) or blood
sample taken by a
veterinarian and then
shipped.
 

Visit “Order Test”
portion of website for
complete instructions.

Submit all completed health screening certifications to the PWD Health and Litter Log (http://hll.pwdca.org)

The PWDCA recommends that all health clearances be completed, current and entered into the Health and Litter Log (http://hll.
pwdca.org)/ for both Sire and Dam PRIOR to breeding.  

For breeders and puppy buyers, it is recommended that you verify health information is current for the Sire and Dam at:          
www.OFA.org  Searches for parents may be done by using the registered name of each parent or the registration number.

Required indicates that the testing protocol meets the PWDCA recommended health testing guidelines and may be required for participa-
tion in PWDCA programs such as the Breeder Referral Program.

Guideline to PWDCA Recommended Health Testing

DNA TESTING - the simple truth!
The simple recessive mode of inheritance means that both parents must each pass on to their offspring one 
recessive gene in order to produce a trait or disease.  The following genetic diseases have been identified in 
the Portuguese Water Dog as simple recessive mode of inheritance.  Testing for these diseases are available 
to breeders.  ONE CLEAR parent is required to not produce an affected puppy.  Affected dogs may not show 
symptoms of a disease until they are older.  All breeding dogs should be DNA tested or have a "Clear by 
Parentage" certificate.  

Acceptable breedings (in order not to produce an affected puppy): 
• Clear to Clear
• Clear to Carrier
• Clear to Affected

DNA Tests Available:  
• Progressive  Retinal Atrophy  (prdc-PRA) 
• Early Onset Progressive Retinal Atrophy (EOPRA)
• Juvenile Dilated Cardiomyopathy (JDCM)
• GM-1 Storage Disease (Gangliosidosis)
• Improper Coats (IC-13)   

Hips and eye clearances 
must be done by a specialist 
and results submitted to 
OFA.  All passing results will 
be posted to the OFA.org 
website.
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PWDCA
2019 Breeder Referral Program

Disclaimer:  All breeders listed below currently participate in this classified listing service, the PWDCA Breeder Referral 
Program.  These breeders have agreed to comply with the terms and conditions in the PWDCA Breeder Agreement.  We 
do not supervise, guarantee, recommend, or endorse any breeder.  We are not party to any contracts, nor do we verify 

information on breeder websites.  The Breeders Referral Program is voluntary.  No negative judgment should be inferred 
of a breeder who chooses not to participate in the breeder referral program.  Information and contracts provided by par-

ticipants and non-participants of this list should be scrutinized in depth.  You may find the details of the program: 

 https://www.pwdca.org/breeder-referral-program

Alabama
Janet Boyd
Stowaway, Reg.
Hokes Bluff, AL
425-308-9575
janet@stowawaypwds.com
www.stowawaypwds.com
Advertisement:  page 29

Arkansas
Diane Crews
Crews 'N Ports 
Hot Springs,  AR
501-525-0067 
drcrews@sbcglobal.net

Arizona
Carol and Roger Arbuthnot
Sapphires
Mesa,  AZ
480-641-3405 
602-690-3405 
carolmesa@cox.net 
www.azpwd.net

Jim Beach
Diamante
Scottsdale, AZ 
502-548-6233 
diamante.pwd@earthlink.net
www.diamantepwd.com

California
Jean and Bob Combs
Baymist
Lodi,  CA  
209-269-0662 
bobco1937@yahoo.com

Julie Conger
Chien D'Eau
Sonoma,  CA 
707-996-1986 
707-331-0993 
julieconger@comcast.net 
www.joaquinthedog.com

Rebecca Morin 
Toraq 
Citrus Heights,  CA 
916-721-7736 
916-990-2024 
detoraq@hotmail.com 
www.toraqpwd.org

Marilyn Rimmer
Questar, Reg. 
La Jolla,  CA 
858-273-8552 
619-723-6570 
questark@gmail.com 
www.questarpwd.com

Dina Rosenblatt
KD 
Millbrane,  CA 
650-483-3909 
kdpwds@gmail.com 
www.KDpwds.com

Colorado
Rachel Eken
Ascent 
Lake George.  CO  
920-904-6944 
rachel.julane@gmail.com

Randall Chesnut and
Marsha Tintes
Bela Vida 
Loveland,  CO 
970-613-9410 
970-420-2895 
rwcmkt@q.com

Diane Weis
Sunnybay 
Mead,  CO 
970-535-9929 
303-775-1664 
souldoor@aol.com
www.sunnybaypwds.com

Jodi Whetzel
Aspencove 
Morrison,  CO 
720-323-4725 
pwdtaxi1@gmail.com 
www.aspencovepwds.com

Connecticut
Jane Harding
Cutwater 
Chester,  CT 
860-322-4127 
203-536-1305 
jane@cutwaterpwd.com 
www.cutwaterpwd.com
Advertisement: page 32

Andrew and Angela Kalmanash
Ruff-Wave, Reg. 
Stamford,  CT 
203-322-4139 
203-536-3348 
aikalmanash@ruffwave.com 
www.ruffwave.com
Advertisement:  page 90
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Florida
Lou Allingham
Calypso 
Palm City,  FL 
772-288-2258 
772-215-1965 
calypsopwd@comcast.net 
www.calypsocreek.com

Barbara and Roy Cawley
MAKITSO 
Williston,  FL 
352-817-7587 
itsso@aol.com

Bonnie Chase 
Chasinwaves 
Fort Myers,  FL  
239-565-6212 
chasinwavespwds@gmail.com 
www.chasinwavespwds.com

Margaret De Fore
Torrid Zone 
New Smyrna Beach,  FL 
386-427-3793 
772-519-2585 
megd4@aol.com 
www.torridzonegroup.com
Advertisement:  page 39, 90

Lisa McClish
Caladesi 
Gainesville,  FL 
727-215-9422 
lmcclish@hotmail.com 
www.caladesipwds.com

Mary Salvary
Seaworthy, Reg. 
Gainesville,  FL
334-695-6002 
merrysea2@aol.com 
www.seaworthypwd.com

Landon Stafford
Leiland 
Sarasota,  FL 
941-312-5324 
941-993-8596 
landonstafford@verizon.net 
www.leilandpwd.com

Nancy Watson
SwanSea 
Zephrhills,  FL  
813-503-9464 
nwatson194@gmail.com

Georgia
John Brock
Blackwater 
Cumming,  GA  
678-360-1060 
john@blackwaterpwds.com 
www.blackwaterpwds.com

Marilu Novy
Overlook 
Columbus,  GA 
706-660-1166 
706-577-2524 
overlook3pwd@gmail.com
Advertisement:  page 19

Beth Mercier
Torrid Zone
St. Marys, GA
912-552-7770 
beth.mercier@gmail.com
Advertisement:  page 39, 90

Illinois
Patti McKnight
McKnight 
Rockford,  IL 
815-979-8764 
cpm4pwds@gmail.com

Cindy Petrey
North Shore 
Deerfield,  IL  
847-284-4228 
ctpetrey5@gmail.com
Advertisement:  page 81

Indiana
Nigel Clark
Oreobay, Reg. 
Elkhart,  IN 
574-206-1321 
574-596-4802 
nigel@oreobay.com 
www.oreobay.com

Massachusetts
Rita Araujo
Fishtale 
Dighton,  MA 
508-669-5920 
508-942-7243 
raapwds@comcast.net

Linda Carey
Rockmere, Reg. 
Marblehead,  MA 
781-631-3266  
rockmerepwd@comcast.net

Amy Farabaugh
Gallitzen 
Andover,  MA 
617-688-5001 
afarabaugh@partners.org

Paula Markiewicz
DandeLion 
East Sandwich,  MA 
508-375-0053 
508-776-4679 
dandelionpwds@gmail.com

Gail Maguire
Lake Shore
Centerville, MA
508-362-9328
774-994-1381
drmagu4@comcast.net

Katherine Murphy
Bryndham 
Siasconset,  MA 
508-257-6211 
617-833-5103 
sconset02564@gmail.com

Ann Marie Savasta
Wash-Ashore
Orleans, MA
508-255-4762
508-873-8002
washashorepwd@aol.com
Advertisement:  page 90

Maryland
Benita Bottom-Svitchan
Tagalong 
Kensington,  MD
202-486-0321 
tagalongpwd@gmail.com 
www.tagalongpwd.com

Audrey Hiebler
Glenwood 
Queenstown,  MD 
410-827-8956 
410-952-5310 
hiebleraa@aol.com 

Cheryl Hoofnagle
Blue Run 
Rockville,  MD 
301-468-9088 
240-400-0573 
drcwinchell@gmail.com 
www.BlueRunPWDs.blogspot.com
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Maryland (con't.)

Diane and Bill Keppen
Riverwood, Reg. 
Annapolis,  MD 
410-573-9093 
410-271-4357 
dbkeppen@msn.com 
www.riverwoodpwds.com

Michigan
Cathy Winkler
River Run 
Traverse City,  MI
231-342-1709 
winklerk9@aol.com 
www.riverrunpwd.com

Minnesota
Linda K. Hunt
Kalista 
Saint Paul,  MN 
651-699-7018 
612-860-1476 
huntpwd@att.net

North Carolina
Lorna Coloccia
Cold Harbor
Monroe,  NC 
434-760-4793 
coldharborpwd@gmail.com 
www.coldharborpwd.com
Advertisement:  back cover

Kelley Dimke
Ondakina 
Waxhaw, NC 
614-507-9336 
kelleycatamount@gmail.com 
www.ondakinaportuguesewaterdogs.com
Advertisement:  page 67

Karen Latham
Falcor 
Pittsboro,  NC 
919-542-6242 
757-509-3546 
falcorpwd@gmail.com 

Marlene Nicewander
Cove's End 
Louisburg,  NC 
919-801-4257 
marlenepwd6@gmail.com 
www.covesendpwds.com

Janice Reilly
SeaRidge 
Cary,  NC 
919-363-3681 
919-649-4898 
jrunner5k@aol.com 
www.searidgepwds.com

Nebraska
Sandy Myers
Blueline 
Lincoln,  NE 
402-423-8807 
402-429-8804 
smyers563@gmail.com 
www.bluelineportuguesewaterdogs.com

New Hampshire
Karen Kirby Ash 
Saltydawg, Reg. 
Moultonboro,  NH 
603-845-7070 
saltydawgpwds@gmail.com 
www.saltydawgpwds.com
Advertisement:  page 30

New Jersey
Carolyn Iraggi
Northstar 
Ocean,  NJ 
732-996-2640 
diraggi@aim.com
 
Gale Meadow
MeadowStar 
Livingston,  NJ 
973-422-1669 
973-464-6235 
gmeadow1@aol.com 
www.meadowstarpwd.com

Nevada
Matthew Davis
Asta 
Reno,  NV 
775-324-2963 
775-240-9926 
matthewmtrose@gmail.com 
www.astapwd.com

New York
Terry Boyce-Smith
and Thomas Smith 
Cosmic 
Taberg,  NY 
315-339-4046  
cosmicpwd@gmail.com 
www.cosmicpwd.com 

Linda & Bill Grubessi
First Mate 
Westbury,  NY 
516-214-4901 
516-220-2801 
linwill028@gmail.com 

Laura Taft Paulsen
Far Away 
New York,  NY  
212-334-2296 
laura@farawaywaterdog.com 
www.farawaywaterdog.com

Terri Pecora
Bedlam 
Cold Springs Harbor,  NY 
631-367-3436  
pecora48@verizon.net 

Ohio
Robin Burmeister
Windward 
Galloway,  OH 
614-319-3669 
614-377-3211 
windwardpwds@gmail.com 
www.windwardpwds.net

Christi Kello
Windward 
Copley,  OH 
330-668-1349 
330-696-8285 
christie.windwardpwds@gmail.com 
www.windwardpwds.net

Jill Roudebush
Maritimo, Reg. 
Delaware,  OH 
614-619-7976 
maritimopwds@yahoo.com
www.maritimopwds.com

Rebecca Rupert
Catalyst 
Stow,  OH 
330-717-2452 
beckyrupert@gmail.com
www.catalystdog.com
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Oregon
Nadine Hunter
Cortereal, Reg. 
Bend,  OR 
541-382-0855  
nadinepwdogs@gmail.com

Pennsylvania
Carol and Dave Wichterman
Paragon, Reg. 
Landenberg,  PA  
302-233-4747 
paragonpwd@yahoo.com 
www.paragonportuguesewaterdogs.com

Rhode Island
Susan and Stephen Rosenstein
Nor'East, Reg. 
Tiverton,  RI 
401-624-9060 
401-578-7830 
noreast@hotmail.com

Tennessee
Pamela Jones
Sailor 
Gray,  TN 
423-610-7150 
216-534-6582 
jonespams@aol.com 
www.sailorpwds.com

Amy Lane
Allegiance 
Fairview,  TN 
586-531-1925 
allegiancepwds@aol.com 
www.allegiancepwds.com
Advertisement:  page 58

Texas
Julie Bailey
Yare 
Highland Village, TX  
940-453-3129 
julie@yarepwds.com 
www.yarepwds.com 

Belinda and Brad Harvey 
Lakecrew 
Spicewood,  TX 
512-264-2637 
512-517-7848 
info@lakecrewpwds.com 
www.lakecrewpwds.com

Virginia
Dorothy Hankinson
Seaworthy, Reg.  
Herndon,  VA 
703-437-4962 
703-822-3518 
L84toffhank@aol.com 
www.dorothysseaworthypwd.com

Arthur Stern
Amigo, Reg. 
Gordonsville,  VA 
540-832-2428 
817-403-1145 
art@amigopwd.com 
www.amigopwd.com
Advertisement:  page 90

Sarah Wooten
Hytide 
Chesapeake,  VA  
757-286-6080 
swhytide@cox.net

Vermont
Katie DeBettencourt
Hi Seas 
East Fairfield,  VT 
802-309-2322 
kbear@pshift.com

Washington
Linda Adams
Fisherman Bay 
Lopez Island,  WA 
360-468-2728  
fishbay@interisland.net 
www.pwdsnorthwest.com

Robin Huested
Cold Iron 
Lake Stevens,  WA 
425-334-6067 
425-750-9650 
coldironpwds@live.com

Katrina Jackson
Jewel De Agua
Bellingham,  WA  
360-510-1605
360-647-2839 
nwckatrina@comcast.net 
www.jeweldeagua.com
Advertisement:  page 61

Kristle Marangon
Marinella 
Kent,  WA 
253-852-3761 
253-632-4305 
marinellapwds@comcast.net 
www.marinellapwd.com
Advertisement:  page 22

Cynthia Thorson
Cascade, Reg. 
Snohomish,  WA 
360-563-5994 
206-755-1427 
cascadepwd@gmail.com 
www.cascadepwd.com

Theresa Zorad
Agua Dulce 
Olympia,  WA 
360-789-6412 
goldenstarr@earthlink.net 
www.agualulcekennels.com 

Wisconsin
Patricia DeVries
Marshview 
Brandon, WI 
920-346-7297 
920-539-2155 
marshviewkennels@centurytel.net 
www.marshviewkennels.com
Advertisement:  page 66

Mary and Steven Goodman
Panion 
Glendale,  WI 
414-352-8304 
414-333-4683 
Panionpwds@gmail.com

Arthur and Mary Noel
Kingsway 
Nekoosa,  WI 
262-424-8636 
262-424-3696 
anmnoel@icloud.com

Sherry N. Rady
Estrela Norte 
Wisconsin Rapids,  WI 
715-325-7544 
715-697-9535 
srady@wctc.net 

The COURIER Spring 201989



Art Stern 18220 Gregory Drive Gordonsville, VA 22942
tel: 540-832-2428 cell: 817-403-1145 email: Art@AmigoPWD.com

(Reg.)

AVIATOR
Dalmatians • Portuguese Water Dogs

Mike & Cathy Dugan
3880 Lakeview Drive

Shingle Springs, CA 95682

cathydugan@comcast.net
530.676.7860

www.aviatorkennel.com
AVIATOR 
KENNELS

Chuck & Susan Teasley

519 Nimrod Street

Nevada City, CA 95959

(530) 265-2787

www.roseknoll.com

, reg.

Nigel J. Clark
Elkhart, Indiana email: nigel@oreobay.com
cell: 574-596-4802 www.oreobay.com
 Like OREOBAY on Facebook

(reg.)
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Please send calendar updates and corrections to: 
Kathy Groschupf  •  HC 65 Box 7504  •  Amado  AZ  85645-9637  •  (520) 398-8181  •  birdsounds@aol.com

Information requires: date of event  •  location  •  contact person with phone number or email

PWDCA & REGIONAL CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL
April 13, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Annual Banquet 
& Silent Auction.  Joseph's Grill, 140 Wabasha St. S., 
St. Paul, MN.  Contact:  Nancy Dyer (nldyer@yahoo.
com).
April 27, 2019 Rio Salgado PWDC Wine and Cheese 
Social.  Home of Lynn and David Nelson, Scottsdale, 
AZ.  Contact:  Lynn Nelson (dlsnelson819@yahoo.
com).
April 28, 2019 Mayflower PWDC Dry Dock Seminar. 
Pampered Puppies, Wellesley, MA.  Instructor:  Chris 
Dostie.  Contact:  Tobi-Ann Kocher (tobiannko@
gmail.com).

MAY
May 5, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC All Breed Super Health 
Clinic.  Deep River Animal Hospital, Deep River, CT.  
Contact:  Mary Knoll (mary.mddk@gmail.com).  For 
information and registration forms:  http://www.
nutmegpwd.org/index.html.
May 11, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC AKC Scent Work Trial.  
Brooklyn Fairgrounds, Brooklyn, CT.  Contact:  Jane 
Harding (jane@cutwaterpwd.com).
May 19, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Club Picnic & 
Dryland Water Training.  Animal Inn Training 
School, 8633 N. 34th Street, Lake Elmo, MN.  Contact:  
Kristina Olson (kmolson73@gmail.com).
May 28, 2019 Northern California PWDC Water 
Practice Starts.  Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 
Pleasanton, CA.  Contact:  Kathy Souza (PWDLover@
gmail.com).

JUNE
June 1 & 2, 2019 Mayflower PWDC Regional 
Specialty.  With the Ladies Dog Club, Inc., 
Wrentham, MA.  Contact:  Paula Markiewicz (dandeli-
onpwds@gmail.com).
June 7, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Supported Entry.  
Taconic Hills Kennel Club Show, FDR Park, Yorktown 
Heights, NY.  Contact:  Infodog (infodog.com).
June 8, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Specialty.  Greenwich 
Kennel Club Show, Taylor Farm Park, Norwalk, CT.  
Contact:  Infodog (infodog.com).
June 8, 2019 Northern California PWDC Supported 
Entry.  Contra Costa Kennel Club "Woofstock" 
Dog Show, Solano County Fairgrounds, Vallejo, CA.  
Contact:  Ann Gaskell (Ann.Gaskell@gmail.com).
June 9, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Specialty.  Longshore-
Southport Kennel Club Show.  Taylor Farm Park, 
Norwalk, CT.  Contact:  Infodog (infodog.com).
June 12, 2019 Northern California PWDC Jump 
N June Nights Agility Trial.  All breed agility trial 
hosted by PWDCNC.  Heath Bar Ranch, 4861 Artesia 
Rd., Shingle Springs, CA 95682.  Contact:  Kathy 
Weinberg (kaweinberg1@gmail.com).

June 15 & 16, 2019 Mayflower PWDC Water Work 
Training.  Camp Lyndon, Sandwich, MA. Instructors:  
Chris Dostie & Kathan Kennedy.  All levels.  Contact:  
Kim Holden (kholden5@aol.com).
June 28-30, 2019 United Sunshine States PWDC 
Splashaway at Callaway Water Trials.  Callaway 
Gardens, Robin Lake, 17800 US Highway 77, Pine 
Mountain, GA 31822.  Judge: Amanda Ford.  All levels.  
Contact:  Judy Leather (tjleather@windstream.net, 
706-247-2777).
June 29, 2019 Great Lakes PWDC Annual Picnic.  
Residence of David Swank and Scott Lenz, 4160 
LaPlante Rd, Monclova, OH 43542.  Registration is on 
Great Lakes PWDC website.  Contact:  David Swank 
(david@mariposapwd.com, 419-466-4088).
June 30, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Water Trial 
Practice Day.  Crooked Lake Beach, 13180 Crooked 
Lake Blvd. NW, Coon Rapids, MN.  Contact:  Karen 
Derr (karen@mail.biltzlink.com).

JULY
July 6, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Supported Entry.  
Farmington Valley Kennel Club Show.  Eastern 
States Expostion Center, West Springfield, MA.  
Contact:  Infodog (infodog.com).
July 6, 2019 Red River PWDC Supported Entry.  
Texas Kennel Club in the Dallas Summer Cluster, 
Dallas Market Hall, Dallas, TX.  Sweeps and Regular 
Classes will be offered.  Contact:  Sharon Kang 
(himarkpwds@yahoo.com).
July 13, 2019 Northern California PWDC Supported 
Entry for Conformation and Obedience.  Del 
Monte Kennel Club Dog Show.  Carmel Middle 
School, Carmel Valley, CA.  Contact:  Ann Gaskell 
(Ann.Gaskell@gmail.com).
July 13 & 14, 2019 Great Lakes PWDC Water 
Camp.  4160 LaPlante Road, Monclova, OH 43542.  
Instructor:  Lorraine Wilson.  Contact:  David Swank 
(david@mariposapwd.com, 419-466-4088).
July 20 & 21, 2019 Movers & Shakers PWDC of 
the Carolinas Southern Splash Water Trial.  Lake 
Montague, 10301 Penny Road, Raleigh, NC 27606. 
Practice day July 19.  Contact:  Trial Chair, Cristi Fogus 
Wetherholt (MSWatertrialchair@gmail.com), or Trial 
Secretary, Kara Kolster (karakolster@gmail.com).
July 27, 2019 Mayflower PWDC Splash Party and 
Summer Meeting.  Home Plate Farm, Sudbury, MA.  
Contact:  Lynn Green (leg70@aol.com).

AUGUST
August 2-4, Northern California PWDC Water 
Trials.  Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, Pleasanton, CA.  
Contact:  Barb Avila (Bavila@me.com). 
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August 4, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Water Trial 
Practice and Run-throughs.  Crooked Lake Beach, 
13180 Crooked Lake Blvd. NW, Coon Rapids, MN.  
Contact:  Karen Derr (karen@mail.blitzlink.com).
August 9, 2019 Great Lakes PWDC Water Trial 
Practice.  Englehardt Park, Birch Run, MI.  Practice 
for dog and handler teams who have entered the 
next days' water trials.  Contact:  Susan Curfman 
(curfmans@bex.net, 419-704-1773).
August 9-11, 2019 Northern California PWDC 
Agility Trials.  Manzanita Park Sports Complex, 
17100 Castroville Blvd., Prunedale, CA 93907.  
Contact:  Kathy Weinberg (kaweinberg1@gmail.com).
August 10 & 11, 2019 Great Lakes PWDC Water 
Trials.  Englehardt Park, Birch Run, Michigan.  Judge:  
Cindy McCullough.  All levels.  Contact:  Susan 
Curfman (curfmans@bex.net, 419-704-1773).
August 16-18, 2019 United Sunshine States PWDC 
Splashaway at Callaway Water Trials.  Callaway 
Gardens, Robin Lake, 17800 US Highway 77, Pine 
Mountain, GA 31822.  Judge:  Suzanne Malick.  All 
levels.  Contact:  Judy Leather (tjleather@windstream.
net, 706-247-2777).
August 17 & 18, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Water Trials.  
Monroe, CT.  Contact:  Jane Freeman (freestylepwd@
gmail.com).
August 17 & 18, 2019 PWDC Greater Chicagoland 
Water Trials.  Recplex, Lake Andrea, 9900 Terwall 
Terrace, Pleasant Prairie, WI.  Judge: Catherine Gadd,  
All levels.  Contact:  Bob Zak (Rjzak544@msn.com, 
630-370-3789)
August 17 & 18, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Water 
Trials.  Crooked Lake Beach, 13180 Crooked Lake 
Blvd. NW, Coon Rapids, MN.  Contact:  Karen Derr 
(karen@mail.blitzlink.com).
August 22 & 23, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Regional 
Specialty, Obedience, Rally, and Conformation 
Show.  Washington County Fairgrounds, 12300 N. 
40th St., Highway 5 & County Rd. 15, Lake Elmo, MN.  
Superintendent is Onofrio.  Contact:  Chuck Johnston 
(cbjohnston@tangletown.com).

August 23, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Supported 
Entry.  Ox Ridge Kennel Club Show.  Eastern States 
Exposition Center, West Springfield, MA.  Contact:  
Infodog (infodog.com).

SEPTEMBER
September 8, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC AKC 
Responsible Dog Ownership Day.  Washington 
County Fairgrounds, 12300 N. 40th St., Highway 5 & 
County Rd. 15, Lake Elmo, MN.
September 7-13, 2019 PWDCA NATIONAL 
SPECIALTY.  Hosted by Colorado PWDC.  Greeley, 
CO.  Contact:  Holly Trumble (hotstampinholly@
gmail.com).
September 21 & 22, 2019 Nutmeg PWDC Water 
Trials.  Monroe, CT.  Contact:  Jane Freeman 
(freestylepwd@gmail.com).

OCTOBER
October 19, 2019 Great Lakes PWDC Luncheon and 
Annual Meeting.  Arboroads Farm, 3660 S Maple 
Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48108.  Guest speaker and 
fun dog activities.  Contact:  Rhonda Ryan (rryan@
precisioncs.net, 810-334-9700).

NOVEMBER
November 8, 2019 Northern California PWDC 
Regional Specialty.  Napa Valley Exposition, Third St. 
and Silverado Trail, Napa, CA.  Contact:  Ann Gaskell 
(Ann.Gaskell@gmail.com). 
November 16, 2019 Twin Cities PWDC Performance 
Fair and Annual Meeting.  Animal Inn Training 
School, 8633 N. 34th St., Lake Elmo, MN.  Contact:  
Deb Scofield (deb.scofield@gmail.com).
November 22-24, 2019 Northern California PWDC 
Agility Trials.  All breed agility trials hosted by 
PWDCNC.  Rancho Murieta, CA.  Contact:  Kathy 
Weinberg (kaweinberg1@gmail.com).

PWDCA & REGIONAL CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Editorial Calendar & Submissions

Summer 2019 
Focus:  Water, Performance, Top Twenty, PWDCA 
Program Awards, 2018 Annual - A Year in Review, 
2018 New Titles

Deadline:  April 15, 2019

Fall 2019 
Focus: Stud Dog Directory, Breeding, OBAA, Health 

Deadline:  June 15, 2019

Winter 2019 
Focus: 2019 National Specialty

Deadline:  October 15, 2019

Submit letters, ads and stories to the Courier content 
team (couriercontent@pwdca.org).  Submission implies 
right to publish all or in part.  No unsigned material will 
be published. Fraudulent/misleading material will not be 
accepted. 

The publication of material is the opinion of the author 
and does not necessarily imply the opinion of The Courier 
or the PWDCA, Inc.  The Courier, PWDCA, Inc. or Courier 
Team volunteers assumes liability for information con-
tained herein or typographical errors.  The Courier reserves 
the right to edit or refuse material and to verify any and all 
data.  Reproduction of photos, advertisements designed 
by The Courier and editorial content is forbidden without 
permission of the Editor. Cover selection is made by The 
Courier.
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PWDCA & REGIONAL CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS ADVERTISING GUIDELINES
How to Submit an Advertisement 
Advertising rates include standard design and layout with one photo.  Extra 
charges apply for premium design, additional photos, logos or line art. 

When submitting content for an ad, submit via our online submittal site: 
 www.pwdca.org/the-courier
• Supply your photo(s) in digital format, high resolution (300 dpi) uncom-

pressed TIFF or JPEG files.  No black and white / color photocopies, inkjet 
or laser prints of digital photos will be accepted.  Photos from websites or 
cell phones with a resolution of (72 - 96 dpi) cannot be used

• Photographer's release
• Dog(s) information, including AKC Number
• Ad copy:  Typed, along with color preference.
• Health test results must be disclosed in accordance with The Courier 

advertising policy
• Breeding advertisements require validation of health testing.  Copies 

of certificates or a printout from the Health and Litter Log or OFA  
Registry Database must accompany health test claims as documentation.  
Payment: Paypal.  Visa and Mastercard are also accepted.

Visit www.pwdca.org  for detailed information on the advertising policy!

Ad Sizes

Full page 8-3/8” x 10-7/8” trim size; add 1/8” to all sides that bleed

Half-page 7-1/8” x 4-3/4” no color; no bleed

Half-page vert. 3-7/16” x 9-7/8” no color; no bleed

If you prefer to layout your own ad...
Remember that The Courier is digitally produced to be press-ready.  “Camera 
ready” ads are not accepted.  Use a professional page layout program such as 
Adobe InDesign or QuarkXpress and convert the layout to PDF/X-1 with all 
fonts and 300 dpi images embedded. PDF/X-1 is the preferred format.  No 
live matter within 5⁄8” of inside and outside edges and 1⁄2” from the top and 
bottom of the page.

Other acceptable formats:
• Uncompressed TIFF or JPEG at 300 dpi resolution
• Adobe InDesign file - include all fonts and resources placed in the layout
• Adobe Illustrator - images must be linked (not embedded) and included 

and all type must be changed to outlines
• Adobe Photoshop - must be CMYK and 300 dpi resolution in a layered 

Photoshop file (unflattened)
• In all cases, you must send the fonts used (screen and printer) as well as all 

images used as CMYK and at 300 dpi

Ads formatted with Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Publisher or other busi-
ness-oriented software are not acceptable as finished artwork.

Questions?
Email: courieradvertisements@pwdca.org 

Advertising Rates (through December, 2019)

Prime positions of back cover, inside front cover (IFC), inside back cover 
(IBC), page 1 and pages 2 &3 spread  will be sold on a first come, first served 
basis and at the time the issue is available via the Online Submittal site.  
Color ad placements only.  Advertisements not designed by The Courier are 
subject to review and may not be accepted for a prime position.  Only ads re-
served as prime positions are guaranteed a specific location in the magazine, 
all other ad placements are run of magazine. 

Color  
(Rate includes standard design, one photo; $60 per additional photo

Full Page .......................................... $280 Half Page ...............................$150
Back Cover ..................................... $375 Page One ..............................$325 
IFC or IBC ....................................... $325 Pages 2 & 3 (Spread)* ........$600 

Black &White  
(Rate includes standard design, one photo; $25 per additional photo,)Full 
Page .................................................. $160 Half Page ................................. $90
Two revisions are allowed without charge for both standard and premium 
designs.   Each e-mail sent after submittal is considered a revision. Additional 
revision fees and revision after approval:  $60 per revision.  Photo revisions 
or request to Photoshop a dog which includes a change of conformation will 
not be accommodated.

Photo submissions of more than three photos (1 included + 2 additional, will 
be required to utilize the Premium Design service.  On ads with three photos 
or more, the fee for the 3rd, 4th, 5th, etc. will be reduced to $25 for color; 
$15.00 for black and white. 

Premium Design  
Includes additional design work, such as layering, themed background, mul-
tiple fonts. Includes PDF file with limited release for personal use; provided to 
advertiser after publication. $75 per page, $125 per spread (if same theme).

Kennel Card: ....................................................................$100 annually - 4 issues.

Kennel Card address/phone changes  .............................................................. $15

Gallery Display Advertisements (Black & White only)  
Summer Issue - 2018 New Title Holder Gallery............................................. $75 
Fall Issue - Stud Dog Directory ........................................................................... $75
Winter Issue - Specialty Class Placement / Win Announcement .............. $75

REGIONAL CLUB RATES:  Contact the Courier Advertising Staff.  

All advertisements designed by the Courier or contracted designers is owned 
by the The Courier.  Those individuals paying for a Premium Design will 
receive a limited release PDF file.  By downloading and using any of these 
images, advertiser is agreeing to the following terms:

These images, which appeared in The Courier, are being provided with a 
limited print release license to you, for any reason personal, including but 
not limited to: printing, copying, emailing, and web publishing.  Your license 
does not include use that results in financial gain, including but not limited 
to: advertising, stock photography, print sale profits, contests or resale of any 
nature.  The Courier retains all copyrights to the images.

Modifications to the original advertisement design may be granted by the 
original designer, for a fee, and considered new work which is not encom-
passed within this agreement. 

If you are posting any of the digital files to social media (Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, Instagram* etc.) OR if you share or use any digital files which 
originated from The Courier, you may not alter the image in any way** 

*Instagram – you may not alter the image(s) in any way by adding filters.        
** You may not re-edit, crop, or remove the watermark, or alter the images in 
any way, doing otherwise is copyright infringement. 
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ADVERTISERS

Display Ads
4MyPWDs ...............................57
Ash .............................................30
Boyd ...........................................29
Brushwin ...................................21
Coloccia ..................................BC
Dimke ........................................67
DeFore .......................................39
DeVries ......................................66
Dostie ........................................48
Freeman .....................................28
Furmanek ............................ 46,47
Great Lakes PWDC ...............82

Harding .....................................32
Hassebroek ...............................23
Jackson.......................................61
Lane ...........................................58
Maguire .....................................49
Marangon .................................22 
Mayflower PWDC ............. IBC
Mercier ......................................39
MSPWDC ................................. 9 
Myers .........................................27
Myrick .......................................68
Novy ..........................................19
Petrey .........................................83

PNWPWDC ...........................83
PWDsNE .................................82
Red River PWDC...................20
Rio Salgado PWDC ...............12
Robinson...................................60
Soviero .......................................31
Vanderbush ...............................66

Kennel Cards
Amigo ........................................90
Aviator .......................................90
Panion .......................................90
Oreobay ....................................90
Roseknoll ..................................90
Ruff-Wave .................................90
Torrid Zone ..............................90
WashAshore .............................90

Health information provided by Advertiser.  The Courier does not 
validate non-breeding advertisements and is not held responsible 

for incorrect or missing health information. 

Last Name Status Registration Call Name GM1 Hips Elbows CAER EOPRA PRA JDCM IC-13
Ash WS52661603 Glowworm Normal PW-8065E24F-VPI PW-EL3544F24-VPI PW-EYE2415/36F-VPI CBP CBP CBP Not Tested
Ash WS44080004 Yellow Normal PW-7380G24F-VPI PW-EL3059F24-VPI PW-EYE1435/68F-VPI Normal Normal Normal
Boyd Kennel
Brushwein WS37768201 Rawley Normal PW-6777G24M-VPI  PW-EL2689M24-VPI PW-EYE1438/85M-VPI  Normal  Normal Normal Normal  
Coloccia WS44955503 Daisy Normal PW-7500E28F-NOPI PW-EYE1604/35F-PI Normal
DeFore Kennel
DeVries Kennel
Dimke WS41799801 Nyssa Normal PW-7340G30F-VPI PW-EL3033F30-VPI PW-EYE791/68F-VPI  Normal Normal Normal Normal
Dimke Under 2 WS62695001 Seamus Not TestToo Young Too Young Not TesteNot TestedNot Tested Not Tested
Dimke WS53953303 Merlin Nomal PW-8276E29M-VPI PW-EL3696M29-VPI Normal Normal prob NormaNormal
Dimke WS49889501 Huck Normal PW-7799E24M-VPI PW-EL3360M24 PW-EYE1601/41M-VPI  Normal Normal Normal Normal
Dimke WS53953301 Poppy Normal NOT TESTED NOT TESTED PW-EYE2282/23F-VPI Normal Normal Normal Normal
Dostie Kennel
Drerup Kennel
Freeman Kennel
Furmanek Kennel WS56915901 Fathom Normal PW-8006G24M-VPI PW-EL3502M24-VPI Normal Normal Normal Normal
Harding Kennel
Hassebroek Under 2 WS56147302 Tess Normal PW-EYE 2622/1F-PI Normal Normal not tested Carrier
Hassebroek Under 2 WS56147301 Seger Normal PW-8373E24M-VPI PW-EL3755M24-VPI PW-EYE2620/13M-VPI Normal Normal Pending Carrier 
Jackson neutered WS38821402 Sam Normal PW-6973G25M-VPI PW-EL2807M25-VPI PW-EYE727/24M-VPI Normal Normal
Lane Kennel
Maguire Kennel
Marangon Kennel
Myers WS55711102 Charlotte Normal not done yet not done yet PW-EYE2961/12F-PI Normal Normal Normal Normal
Myrick Kennel
Novy WS50670103 Honey Normal PW-7976G26F-VPI PW-EL3484F26-VPI PW-EYE2107/25F-VP Normal Normal
Petrey WS55630001 Ricochet Normal PW-8299E24F-VPI PW-EL3710F24-VPI PW-EYE2539/15F-VPI Normal Normal Normal Normal
Robinson Under 2 WS59848004 Tessa         
Soviero WS25141502 Decker Normal PW 5993E34M-VPI PW EL2196M34-VPI PW EYE93/106M-VPI Normal Normal Normal Normal
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The Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, Inc.

Please print or type. 

Associate Member Name Mobile Phone Email 

2nd Household Member Name Mobile Phone Email 

Junior Member Name (at least 8 and less than 18 years of age) Junior DOB (Month/Day/Year) Email 

Breeders Only - Kennel Name Used in Your Breeding Program 

Mailing Address Home Phone 

City State Zip Code 

NOTE: The PWDCA respects your privacy.  Your information will not be shared or sold to other organizations or businesses. 

PORTUGUESE WATER DOG(S) OWNED 
Registered Name 

(If more than 3 use the 2nd page) Registration # Call Name 
Sex 

(M/F) 
Date of Birth 

(M/D/Y) Breeder(s) Names 

SIGNATURE 
As a member of the PWDCA, Inc., I agree to abide by the PWDCA, Inc. ByLaws and Certificate of Incorporation, as well as AKC rules and regulations. 

Associate Member: Date: 

2nd Household Member: Date: 

Junior Member: Date: 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Residents of the United States 

NOTE: Membership in the PWDCA, Inc. does not take effect immediately. Your name will be submitted to the Board of Directors to be 
published in the next Board meeting minutes in order to solicit comments from Members. After your name has been published in the 
minutes, during Executive Session at any meeting of the Board of Directors, your application to join the PWDCA will be voted on.  

Allow for up to 8 weeks for your membership application to be processed. You will receive notice when your application is completed. 

Save Time! 
Please Apply for  

Membership Online 
www.pwdca.org/membership 

PAGE 1 - COMPLETE BOTH PAGES
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Membership in the PWDCA follows the calendar year from January through December and is non-refundable. Members who join between May through 
August, are eligible for prorated dues. Members who join between September and December, pay prorated dues for the current membership year as well as 
well as membership dues for the following year. PWDCA, Inc. membership dues are not tax deductible. Once your application is approved, please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive The Courier. 

Joining in Months 
U.S. Associate 

Member 
Each Add’l U.S. 

Household Member 
Junior 

Members 

Optional U.S. Only: 
First-Class Postage 

for The Courier TOTAL 

January – April $6 .00 $20.00 x ______ 

FREE 

$25.00 $________________ 
May – August $4 .00 $13.33 x ______ $16.66 $________________ 

September – December $8 .00 $26.67 x ______ $33.33 $________________ 
TOTAL $________________ 

PAYMENT INFORMATION   Choose one: 
Check or money order in U.S. dollars, or credit card payment, must be included (do not send cash). If paying by check, make payable to PWDCA, Inc. 

Check No.   Amount $         

Credit Card: MasterCard Visa 

Card No.    Exp. Date: Security Code: 

Name on Card / Credit Card Signature: 

Mail Completed Form and Payment To: 

Paula Kerezsi 
 

,    
Email: membership@pwdca.org 

FOR CLUB USE ONLY 
Date Application Received____________________________ 

Date Approve _________________________________________ 

PAGE 2 - COMPLETE BOTH PAGES
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